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FLORIDA VOLUNTEERS, 








GEORGIA LEGISLATURE. 

The following is the inessage of Gov. Gilmer, con- 
taining his reasons for refusing his approbation to the 
resolutions respecting the volunteers on their way to 
Florida, under Gen. Nelson. 


Execurive DrparTrMENT, Ga. 
Nov. 21, 1837. 

T return to the House of Representatives the reso- 
lution which originated in that body, passed both 
houses, and were presented to me on this day, upon the 
subject of an appropriation of money for the use o} 
the large body of mounted men stated to be now on 
their march to Florida, with my reasons for disap- 
proving them. 


From the documents already laid before (he House, 
it is evident that the men, for whose benefit the ap- 

topriation in the resolution is intended to be made, 

ave been raised without the authority of this State, 
or the United States; that the requisition which had 
been made upon Georgia for volunteers to serve in 
the Florida campaign, had been previously with- 
drawn ; and that General Nelson, by whoin they have 
been raised, had no orders, and held no commission 
from either Government, justifying such a measure, 
I cannot, therefore, perceive how the public money 
can, with propriety, be applied to their use. They 
can only be considered as so many individuals direct- 
ing themselves, according to their own wishes, to 
whatever course or purpose they may please: that, 
although they allege that they are on their way to 
Florida. they are under no }-gal obiization to serve 
azainst the Seminoles: and that, if they should re 
ceive the money and use it, they wonld stil be at hi 
berty to vo to Florida or not. If they should go te 
Florida, the probability is that they will not be re- 
ceived into the public service. The Secretary of War, 
and Gen Jesun, who have been directing the opera 
tions for earrying on the canpaign in Fiorida, and 
know best the materials which they want, and what 
force can be maintained. show, by their letters, that 
it will be difficult to support men there, and that even 
when they required twelve hundred volunteers from 
this State, few, ifany, mounted were desired by thein. 
The unexp-cted accession of this large force under 
Gen. Nelson, consisting. probably, of fourteen or fif- 
teen hundred horses, must necessarily embarrass, in- 
stead of advancing, the objects ofthe campaign. The 
expense of the Seminole war has been so great, for 
what has been effected, that the officers directing i! 
must be very unwilling to incur the additional cost 
which the acceptance of this foree must incur, espe 
cially as it is not the kind wanted for the service. I! 
they should not be received, they must sustain losses 
and undergo suffering in making their way heme. 
through a country already scarce of provisions, and 
which must necessarily be rendered greatly more so 
by their march to Florida, which it would be difficult 
to depict. I donot, therefore, think the legislature 
ought to do any thing to aid them in continuing their 
march. 

The part of the country throuch which these men 
mst pass, whether accepted into service or not, 
must have its quiet and rights of property constantly 
disturbed by their necessities. The very assembling 
together of so inany men, without diseipline, and 
marcl.ing through the country without authority of 
law, the orders of the State, or General Government, 
or being under the command of officers-having the 
right to control them, is an evil of great magnitude, 


land ought to be repressed, if possible, instead of be- 
jing encouraged, 

These men have been drawn exclusively from the 
Cherokee counties, and those adjoining. It is mat- 
ter worthy of great consideration, whether the Go- 
verniment, bound as it is to look to the defence and 
protection of its own people, should encourage them 
‘o leave their homes tor other service, surrounded, as 
they are, by the Cherokee Indians, now about to be 
removed, by force of law, from their country. 

For the purpose of showing the necessity which 
exists for retaming, in the Cherokee and adjoining 
counties, all the men capable of bearing arms, I sub- 
init to the House of Representatives copies of com- 
munications from Gov. Schley to the President of 
the United States, Gov. Luinpkin, Col. Nelson, and 
other persons, upon the subject. From their com- 
munications it appears that Gov. Schley considered 
the danger to the Cherokee counties to be so great 
and iinmnediate, as to justify him in assuming an au- 
thority not given by the laws, in organizing a large 
inilitary force for its defence. notwithstanding that 
the United States had at the time eleven companies 
stationed in it; that, by a military order, issued the 
3d August, from Athens, addressed to Col. Nelson, 
he directed him to raise and organize a regiment of 
ten mounted companies, to be stationed in the differ- 
ent counties of the Cherokee circuit. That Colonel 
Nelson aid, in pursuance of the authority thus given, 
organize and report a regiment as ready for dut 
rarly in September, and advised Gov. Schley that the 
time had already arrived when they should take the 
ficld to piotect the people from the Indians. That 
Gov. Sehley and Gov. Lumpkin (the commigsioner 
ofthe United States then residing at New Echota, and 
‘aving the best means of correct information,) con- 
etred in the opinion that the raising and organizing 
tthe regiment under Col. Nelson was producing the 
applest effect in removing the Indians from the coun. 

ry ; and that Gov. Schley, during the month of Sep. 
‘ember, expressed his determination to arm the regi- 
iment and eall it into active service. 

If there was any justification whatever for the 
raising this regiment by Gov Schley and Col Nel- 
on, at the time they did, or any reliance is to be 
placed upon the opinions of Gov Schley, Col Nel. 
son, and the United States Commissioner, as to the 
langer to be apprehended by our citizens from the 
Cherokee Indians. and the happy effect which this 
force had, in inducing the Indians to emigrate, I sub- 
nit to the legislature whether it is proper. now, when 
the time for the removal of the Indians comes nearer, 
to withdraw, from the Cherokee and adjoining coun. 
ties, the larve force now marching to Fleride, Ad- 
initting that the employment ef Col. Nelson to raise 
a reziment, and the stationing one company in each 
of the Cherokee counties, had another parpose than 
the defence of the people, still fears must have been 
created among them by these warlike preparations. 
Indeed there is no doubt that it is highly necessary 
that every one capable of bearing arms in the Chero- 
kee counties shonld, if possible, be at home, to keep 
down any disposition which the Indians may have to 
do mischief. 

Strong as I consider these ohjettions 4 the adope 
tion of the resolutions, they would probably have bee 
overcome by my disposition to acquiesce in the will 
of the legislature, but for others of a higher and 
more imperative character. If the appropriation be 
made for the benefit of the mon described in the reso- 
lution, it cannot be for any servicés which they have 
rendered to the State, or in consideration of any sere 
vices which they are bound by law or contract to rem 
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der hereafter. By the constitution, the general as: | 
seinbly cannot, by resolution, grant any donation or’! 
gratuity, in favor of any person whatever, but by the 
concurrence of two-thirds. If the money attempted 
to be appropriated by the resolutions, is not for servi- 
ces already rendered to the State, nor hereafter to be 
rendered, I do not perceive clearly how the appropri- 
ation can be considered any thing else than a gratui- 
ty. This conclusion has probably been intended to 
be avoided by the second resolution, which orders 
that the money expended, in pursuance of the appro- 
ote ir. the first resolution, shall be charged to the 

ederal Government, and that the Governor shall 
take the means to have the State re-imbursed. I can- 
not perceive by what rule of right or law, the State 
can expend money for its own citizens, and charge 
the United States with it, when the services have 
neither been rendered to, nor required by, the United 
States. I should feel ata great loss to know what 
means could properly be taken to re-imburse the State 
for such an expenditure. 

The resolution appears to recognise the authority | 
of Gen. Nelson to command the men as Brigadier | 
General. The State reserved the right, in the Con- 
stitution of the United States, to appoint the officers 
of the militia which may be called into the service 
of the United States. The law of Congress authoriz- 
ing the President to raise volunteers for the Florida 
service, directs that the officers shall be appointed 
according to the laws of the State to which they may 
belong. The Constitution of this State directs that 
all general officers of the militia shall be elected by 
the General Assembly. If, therefore, these men had 
even been raised under the authority of the President 
of the United States, still they must be commanded 
by a Brigadier General chosen by the legislature, and 
called into service through the orders of the Governor 
of the State. ¥ 

I am not satisfied that the legislature has the con- 
stitutional power to appropriate, by these resolutions, 








thirty thousand dollars, for the purposes stated in 
them, by directing that the money be paid out of the 
contingent fund by the Governor. The Constitution 
provides that no money shall be drawn out of the 
treasury, or from the public funds of the State, except 
by appropriation made by law. The object of this 
provision is to secure the people from inconsiderate 
and improper dispositions of the public money, by 
subjecting each appropriation, made by the legisla- 
ture, to the investigation produced by reading the 
bill containing it three times on three separate days, 
in each house, as must be done before a law can be 
passed. A contingent fund is created during each 
session of the legislature for the executive depart- 
ment, because the legislature eannot foresee, and 
therefore cannot provide specifically, for all the ob- 
jects requiring an advancement of money by the Go- 
vernor from one session of the legislature to the sue- 
ceeding. If these men now marching to Florida had 
passed by the seat of Government, whilst the legisla- 
ture was not in session, the Governor could not have 
advanced to them thirty thousand do!lars, to defray 
their expenses, out of the contingent fund, because 
they were not in the service of the State, and the 
legislature could not have intended to provide for such 
acontingency. The last contingent fund was appro- 
priated for the political year 1837, which, according 
to the practice of making up accounts at the treasury 
office, expired the last day of October; so that the 
ufexpended balance of that fund has become a part 
of the unappropriated fund of the State, to be appro- 
priated by law as other public money,. except for 
such expenditures as were made during the politi- 
cal [* 1837, and properly chargeable upon that 
fund, 

For these reasons it appears to me inconsistent 
with the spirit of the Constitution, for the legislature, 
at its present. session, to appropriate thirty thousand 


gent fund of the last political year, and to provide for 
an object which presented itself to the legislature 
during the present session, is understood, and, there- 
fore, not contingent. For these several reasons, I 
cannet approve of the resolutions. 


GEORGE R. GILMER. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuespay, Nov. 14. 
The following message was received from the Go- 
vernor, by Mr. Lewis, his Secretary, which was 
read, viz: 
ExecuTivE DEPARTMENT, 
Milledgeville, 14th Nov. 1837. 

In compliance with the resolution of the House of 
Representatives, passed yesterday, 13th inst., request- 
ing the Governor to furnish the House with such in- 
formation as may be in possession of the Executive 
in relation to the raising of the troops mnder the com- 
mand of General Charles H. Nelson, the place of des- 
tination, and the position which they stand to the 
United States Government, so that such legislative 
action may take place as is demanded by the exigen- 
cies of the ‘imes, and the wants of the troops require, 
I transmit to the Houge of Representatives a copy of 
a correspondence between Gov. Schley and the Sec- 
retary of War, Gen. Jesup, Col. Nelson, and Lieut. 
Heintzelman, and the copy of an order from Governor 
Schley for raising volunteers, under a requisition of 


Gen. Jesup. 
GEORGE R. GILMER. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
Communicated to the House of Representatives, relat- 
ing lo raising certain troops, now on their march to 
Florida. 
War DEPARTMENT, 

Angust 18th, 1837. 
Sir: The continuance of the war in Florida ren- 
ders it necessary, once more, to avail ourselves of the 
courage and patriotism of the brave Georgians. Gen. 
Jesup has been directed to call upon your Exeellen- 
cy for such militia and volunteer force as he may re- 
quire for the next campaign in Florida. It would be 
very desirable, if practicable, thatthe volunteer com- 
panies so raised should be detached from all regimen- 
tal organization, and be composed of not more than 
one hundred, or less than sixty eight privates. 

Gen. Jesup will designate the deserjption of troops 
he requires ; but it is important to have abont two 
hundred men accustomed to the use and care of horses, 
who can proceed to Florida by water, and be there 
mounted. 

The volunteers may be engaged for six months, un- 
less sooner discharged. 

As this time is short, the troops being required in 
October, I write in anticipation of Gen. Jesup’s call 
upon you, in the hope that you will be induced to 
take such measures as may suggest themselves to 
you, to procure, as early as possible, the volunteers 
he will require. 

Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
His Excelleney, Witt1am ScHLeEy, 
Governor of Georgia, Milledgeville, Georgia. 


Heap QuaRTERs, Ga. 
Milledgeville, 30th Aug., 1837. 


[ORDER.} 


The Commander-in-chief has been requested by the 
Secretary of War to furnish troops for the ensuing 
campaign in Florida against the Seminole Indians. 
Two hundred men, accustomed to the use and care of 
horses, are required, who will proceed by water to 
Florida, and be there mounted, and the balance of the 
force willbe Infantry. The whole number that may 
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will be necessary early in October, it is thought pro- 
per thus early to call for volunteers. The War De- 
partment desires that the volunteer companies that 
may offer their services shall be detached trom regi- 
mental organization, and be composed of not more 
than one hundred, nor less than sixty-eight pri 
vates. 

The Commander-in-Chief now invites the patriotic 
Georgians to come forward, und ounce more give a 
helping hand to their fellow-cilizens of Florida. 

y order of the Commander -in-Chief: 
BOLLING H. ROBINSON, 
Aid-de-Cump. 
Heap -QcarTers, ARMY OF THE SouTH, 
Tampa Bay, Sept. 6th, 1837. 

Str: Having been authorized by the Secretary of 
War to call onthe States of Tennessee, Alabetna,; 
and Georgia, for a volunteer force, to be employed in 
Florida during the ensuing campaign, I have re- 
spectfully to request that your Excellency cause 
twelve hundred volunteers to be detached for this 
service; I desire that four hundred of them be mount- 
ed, and form a battalion of four spy companies; and 
as it is difficult to supply forage in this country for a 
numerous cavalry, and as it is contemplated to sup- 
py a portion of the force in boats on the rivers and 
akes of the interior, I desire that the remainder be 
organized into a regiment of foot. 

If Maj. Nelson, who, with a battalion of mounted 
men, served during the last campaign, with the great- 
est honor to himself, anJ advantage to the country, 
could be prevailed upon to enter the service again, 
he would be a most suitable officer to command 
either corps, and no one would be more acceptable 
to me. 

An officer of the army will be directed to report to 
your Excellency, for the purpose of mustering the 
troops into the service cf the United States. If, how- 
ever, he should not arrive in time, any gentleman, 
whom you may appoint, will be considered authorized 
to perform that duty. 

The frontier has been quiet throughout the sum. 
mer, and hostilities will not be renewed until we at- 
tempt to remove the Indians; then they will fight, 
and fight desperately. Froin information which I 
have received, at different times, and through ditfer 
ent channels, [ have no doubt there is an understand. 
ing between the Seminoles and a portion of the slave 
population of the South; how far that connexion ex 
tends, is impossible to say ; but IT consider it of the 
utmost importance to the slavehciding S‘ates that the 
war be promptly brought to a close. 

With high consideration and respect, I have the 
honor to be your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 

THOMAS S. JESUP. 

His Excellency Wititam ScHLey, 

Governor cf Georgia, Milledgeville, Ga. 
War DEPARTMENT, 
Septeinber 8th, 1837. 

Str: The Department having accepted as many 
volunteers as will be required for the next campaign 
in Florida, I have the honor to request that you will 
take no measure to comply with the call made upon 
you ip my letter of the 18th ult. 

Gen. Jesup has been informed that it will not be 
necessary to make the cali upon you. 

Very respectiully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 
His Excellency WiittaM ScHcey, 
Governor of Georgia, Milledgeville, Ga. 


Cotvumesvs, Georgia, 
17th Sept. vaa7.¢ 
In obedience to instructions received from Generz] 
Jesup, commanding the army in Florida, I have the 
honor-to report to-you that I am ready to proceed and 





muster into the service such volunteers as may offer 
to serve in Florida. 








we 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
S. P. HEINTZELMAN, 
Lt. and JA. 4. Qr. Master. 
His Excellency Wittiam ScuLey, 
Governor of Georgia. 
Heap Quarters, ARMY OF THE SouTHh, 
Garey’s Ferry, Florida, Sept. 19th, 1837. 
Sir: Since iny letter to your Excellency of the 6th 
ivst., I have received a co.u:munication fiom the See 
cretary of War, informing me of arrangements hav. 
ing been made for obtaining a volunteer foree from 
Louisiana a:.d South Carolina. In consequence of 
these arrangements, no other force than a battalion 
of mounted spies will be required from Georgia, 
Major Nelson, having served in this country many 
months, with honor to himself and his State, and 
being well acquainted with some of the most difficult 
parts of it, is peculiarly fitted for such a command. 
If he would raise a spy battalion, or even aregiment, 
I would take it immediately into service, and I am 
sure that few circumstances could occur more favor- 
able to the successful prosecution of the war than 
the acquisition of such a corps under so meritorious 
aleader. May I ask the favor of your Excellency 
to use your influence with Major Nelson to induce 
him to enter the service for the ensuing campaign? 
if he could raise three hundred mounted riflemen 
from the mountain region of Georgia, and add two 
hundred Cherokee warriors, he could have a light 
force equal to a brigade of other materials and the 
usnal organization. The war will be difficult and te- 
dious, but it must be brought to a close, or the whole 
South will suffer. The Indians, through the medi- 
um of their negroes, are in communication with the 
negroes of the plantations, and expect a strong sup 
port froin that quarter, 
With high consideration and respect, I have the 
honor to be,your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
THS. 8. JESUP, 
Major Gen. Commanding. 
His Excellency, Wirt1am SCHLEY, 
Governor of Georgia, Milledgeville, Ga. 


Executive DEPARTMENT, Ga. 
Milledgeville, 20th September, 1837, 

Str: Your letter of the 17th inst., reporting yours 
self ready to proceed, in obedience to the order of 
General Jesup, to muster into service such volun- 
teers as may oifer to serve in Florida, was received 
this morning. 

A few days ago. I received, by express mail, from 
the Secretary of War, a letter dated the 8th inst., in 
which he states that ‘the department having accept- 
ed as many volunteers as will be required for the next 
campaign in Florida, he requests that [ will take no 
measure to comply with the call made upon me in his 
letter of the 181h ult.” 

In consequenéé of this communication, I have 
countermanded the request I made for volunteers on 
the 30th uit., and therefore your services will not be 
required, 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM SCHLEY. 
Lieut. 8. P. Heintzermay, U.S. A., Columbus, Ga, 


TALLAHASSEF, 25th September, 1837. 

My dear Sir: 1 have received a letter from Gen 
Jesup, informing me that he has made a requisition 
on the Governor of Georgia for twelve hundred men, 
to serve in the next campaign against the Seminole 
Indians. 

The following is an extract from his letter, 
which you will perceive he is very desirous that you 
shon!d command at least a regiment of this force, 
and has desjred me to write you on this subject, by 
express. 


“ Major Nelson, I believe, resides near Gainesville, 






















































pera hg es ie st 
Bee a pee Se 


Pa eee 
Rte ET 


we +S A 
CS a Mos geal wii t 
at a Bi at 


356. ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 


a | 











Georgia. I have written to the Governor, requesting 
him that he may command one of the corps at least, 
froin that State; and I desire that you write to him 
and urge hiin to raise a regiment, if possible. Send 
your communication to him by express.” 

In addition to the troops required from the State of, 
Georgia, twelve hundred have beer called from Ten- | 
nessee, one thousand from Alabama, and a brigade | 
from Louisiana. The regular foree and friendly In- | 
dians will amount to 5,500 men, which, with volun. | 
teers and militia from the neighboring States and | 
from Florida, I hope will be sufficient to close the | 
war. 

The army will move in four columns, and I had, 





by you, and Gov. Lumpkin, J will enter upon a re. 


cruiting service at once, and I have strong hopes 
that, by the first of November, I can be in the field 
with a mounted regiment for Florida; at any rate, if 


I can obtain some help from your Excellency, in in- 


ducing volunteers to come forward. 

In conclusion, Iam willing to serve my country 
where Iam most wanting, if my poor services are 
worth empioying ; as early an answer as the circum- 
stances will possibly allow, is respectfully asked. 

With the most profound respect, your very obedi- 
ent servant, C. H. NELSON, 

By Express. 

P. 8.—My troops will be enlisted to serve until 


at one time, ahope of commanding one of them tobe , the last day of March, (3Ist,) 18&8, and no longer, 


composed of a brigade of mounted volunteers from 
Kentucky, and such other troops as I could have 
saised. But iny offer to engage in this service hav- 
ing been rejected by the Secretary of War, I have 
abandoned the idea of engaging in the caimpaign. 
Were I to enter the service, there is no officer in the 
United States, whose assistance I should desire more 
than yours, and I believe Gen. Jesup holds your merit 
in the same estimation. If you can bring here x regi- 
ment of mounted voinnteers, I know he would be 
most gratified, and you would render an important 
service to your country. 
I am, sir, very respectiully, your obedient servant, 
R. K. CALL, Governor of Florida. 
Col. Nerson, Gainesville, Georgia. 
P. 8S. Should you return to Florida, I should be 
truly rejoiced tosee you atmy house. R. K. C. 
Executive DEPARTMENT, GEORGIA, ; 
Milledgeville, 29th September, 1837. 
Srr: Your letters, of the 6th and 19th inst., have 
been received, and exertions would have been cheer- 
fully made to furnish the troops you desire, but a 
communication received from the Secretary of War, 
informing me that,in consequence of having received 
as’ many volunteers as were required for the Florida 
service, none would be required from Georgia. Im- 
mediately on receiving this letter, I countermanded 
the request for volunteers I had previously made, and 
now it will be difficult to obtain any, because there 
will be a want of confidence among the volunteers 
when they see such orders and counter orders upon 
the subject. Still I would endeavor to obtain Col. 
Nelson with a regiment for you, if I had not previ- 
ously determined to employ him in the Cherokee 
country, to insure the emigration of that eople, and 
to protect our own against excesses. He has raised a 
regiment of ten companies for that service, and will 
shortly take the field. ” 
I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM SCHLEY. 
Maj. Gen. Tuomas S. Jesup. 


Winn’s Ferny, Hatz county, Ga, 
October 6th, 1837: 
His Excellency Wrir1am ScHLey: : 

Sir: I fear that Georgia, in her over-anxiety to 
reject the tendered protection offered by her own 
citizers to, I fear, the devoted Cherokee Circuit, has 
thought proper the more effectually to secure it to 
others, (and for no other reason,) rejected you. Be 
itso. Ihave no regrets for myself; I would that I 
could say that I had not for others. However, this 
communication is intended to ask to be relieved 
from my engagements, if the result of the election 
be asI expect, that I may go and do what I can 
for bleeding Florida. The enclosed communication 
from Gov. Call will more fully explain why the im- 
mediate suplipation. I am a volunteer, and if my 
country will not emplyy me at one point, IT am wil- 
ling to serve her at another, or where she may desire ; 
but I fear that most of the men, composing my regi- 
ment, enlisted under such circumstances, that I 





Will have to look out for other recruits. If relieved 


when I hope we may returu in time to serve Georgia. 

N. B.—Please retarn Goy. Call’s coinmunication 

by the bearer, Lt. Salters. C. H.N. 
Heap Quarters, ARMY OF THE South, 
Garey’s Ferry, Florida, Oct. 9th, 1837. 

Sir: I had the honor to receive your Exceilency’s 
letter of the 25th ult., and I regret that circumstances 
are such as to prevent Col. Nelson from serving in 
Florida, during the néxt campaign. No man, how- 
ever, could render more service than he will be able 
to perform in his new theatre, and I heartily wish 
him snecess. 

With great respect, I am, your obedient servant, 

THOS. 8 JESUP. 
His Excelleney WititaM Scu.ey, Governor of Geor- 
gia, Milledgeville, Geo. 
FEEAD QuARTERS, GEORGIA, 
Milledgeville, 10*h October, 1837. 

Dear Sir: I have received yours of the 6th inst., 
enclosing a letter from Governor Call to you, in 
which he writes youto go with a regiment of Geor- 
gia volunteers to Florida, and you request me to re- 
lease you from your engagement to serve in the 
Cherokee country, providedI have not been re-elect. 
ed to the office I now hold. 

By the returns of the eleetion it is certain that Mr. 
Gilmer is elected by between 506 and 1000 votes; 
and, consequently, I shall be without executive power 
early in Novewber next. I requested you to raise 
the regiment of volunteers to protect our fellow citi- 
zens against the Cherokees, if (as I have no doubt 
they will,) they should become hostile, and for the 
purpose of secaring the execution of the treaty. 
The regiment has been raised, and is ready to take 
the field, when circumstances should render it pro- 
per for them to do so; but a3 there is no sufficient 
reason now to place you in the field, and as none 
may oceur during the short time I shall remain here, 
I cannot, with justice to you, ask you to remain in 
your presént situation, when your country calls you 
to Flotida. If Ihad been re-elected, I should posi- 
tively object to your leaving Georgia, because I be- 
lieve your services will be needed, and, I can say, 
would be put in requisition. But as the presses 
which supported Mr. Gilmer all condemned me for 
my determination to protect our people of the Chero- 
kee Circuit, and enforce the execution of the treaty, 
and as I am not informed what course he may pursue, 
I cannot require you to_ hold yourself and regiment 


in readiness, when I have no reason to suppose that . 


you will be called on by my successor; you are 
therefore at liberty to pursue such course as, in 
your opinion, your duty to yourself and vour coun- 


try may demand. If you-determine to accept Gov. . - 
Call’s invitation, you can probably get Capt. Levy’s - 


company of Clarkeaville to join you, also Captain 
Brooking’s, of Sparta; the latter, I know, is anxious 
to go, and you would do well to write him immedi- 
ately. He tendered his services to me for Florida. 

Any aid I can give you will be furnished with 
Breat pleasure. % herewith return you Gor. Call’s 
etter. 














a 





- Thomas 
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I am, with great respect and esteem, your obedient 
servant, WILLIAM SCHLEY. 
Col. CHas. H,. NE son, 
Winn’s Ferry, Geo, 
EEE 
DUMESTIC MISCELLANY. 











From the New York Ameritan. 


GrepNney’s CHANNEL.—The annexed Report, made 
to the Board of Aldermen by M. C. Paterson, sets forth 
clearly the immense benefits to our city of this new 
avenue from the ocean, and Jays the foundation for 
the creditable manifestation of their sense of the 
merits of Lieut. Gedney, which will, we doubt not, 
this evening, receive the unanimous assent of the 
Board. 

BoarD oF ALDERMEN, 
November 20, 1837. 
Report of the Select Committee, to whom was refer- 
red the resolution touching the discovery of Ged- 
ney’s Channel, and to take some suitable mode of 
expressing the deep sense of obligation which they, 
in common with this community, feel towards the 
discoverer of the said channel. Laid on the table, 
and directed to be printed for the use of the mem- 
bers. THOMAS BOLTON, Clerk. 

Whereas, a new channel, from this port to the sea, 
has lately been discovered, and its practicability de- 
monstrated, and the same is a matter of primary and 
deep importance to this city and the whole ‘iate; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That this Common Council (if the Board 
of Assistants concur) will take some suitable mode of 
expressing the a sense of obligation which they, 
in common with this community, feel towards the 
discoverer of the said channel. 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred the 
resolution of this Board, touching the discovery of 
Gedney’s Channel, 

EPORT : 


That the discovery of a new and deep channel to 
the sea, from this port, has been demonstrated by the 
passage through it. of the packet ship Roscoe, and 
the line-of-battle-ship Ohio ; that the same not only 
affords a more direct and shorter access to and from 
the ocean, but its entrance is practicable with winds 
with which, heretofore, this port could not be entered. 
The safety of lives and property are promoted by this 
discovery, the interest of commerce advanced, and 
the prosperity of this ee entrepot of the State, in- 
creased anu assured. But the local advantages to be 
derived by the city of New York, however great, are 
not the only ones which enter into a just and extended 
view of this important subject. New York, the 
queen of our western world, is destined shortly to be 
connected, by an extensive line of internal improve- 
ments, with the Ohio and the great valley of the 
Mississippi. Whatever benefits are to be derived 
from the rapid and safe interchange of commodities 
here, will be felt in every part of that immense and 
fertile region ; and while it pours its rich products in- 
to our emporium, Buffalo, as well as Cincinnati, Ro- 
chester, as well as Chicago, will all reap the inappre- 
ciable benefils of this discovery. 

Your Committee diligently inquired to whom the 
honor of this discovery was due; and, for that pur- 
pose, entered into a correspondence with those best 
able to give a sound and discriminating opinion. That 
correspondence is hereto annexed. Your Committee 
are entirely satisfied, though certain deep water had 
been marked on the charts of those active and enter- 

rising hydrographers, the Messrs. Blunt, that the 

onor of the discovery of this new channel, which is 
now bnoyed out, and used, is solely due to Lieut. 
Gedney, of the U. S. Navy, and a citizen 
of South Carolina. 

Your Committee believe t} ‘sare only announcing 
@ grateful duty imposed on } +Common Council, 





when they state, that it is due to the position and libe- 
rality of this great commercial metropolis, to mark 
their appreciation of this invaluable discovery, by 
conferring, in some proper way, honor upon its au- 
thor. It is equally the dictate of a wise and enlight- 
ened policy, and of just and honorable sentiments to- 
wards public benefactors. Fortunately, we are not 
without examples here and in other countries. In 
1833, Lieutenant Denham, in prosecuting an Admi- 
ralty survey of the bar of Liverpool, discovered a new 
and deeper channel into the Mersey, a circumstance 
of incalculable value to the commerce of that port. 
Lieutenant Denham received, in consequence of it, 
the freedom of the city, and was afterwards promoted 
by his Sovereign. ‘The benefits to be derived by our 
merchants, our insurance offices, and all the interests 
of trade, from the discovery of the new channel, de- 
mand, in the opinion of the Committee, that equal 
honors and rewards should he conferred on Lieutenant 
Gedney ; and that we should convey to hitn an ex- 
pression of the lively sense of gratitude and regard 
which this corporation entertain for that officer. 
bieey Committee therefore offer the following reso- 
ution: 

Resolved, That his Honor the Mayor, with the con- 
currence of the Select Committee, present to Lieu. 
tenant Thomas R. Gedney, of the United States Na. 
vy, such testimonial as they may think proper on the 
behalf of this Corporation, and that one thousand dol. 
lars be, and are hereby appropriated therefor, 

M. C. PATERSON, 
D. P. INGRAHAM, 
G. W. BRUEN, 


New York, October 24, 1837. 
To Commodore Ridgely, §c. &c. 

Sir: A proposition has been submitted to the 
Common Council of this city, to express to the dis- 
coverer of “Gedney’s Channel,” in some suitable 
form, their sense of the obligation which this com- 
munity, and the State at large, owe to him, on ac- 
ae of the auspicious result of his individual la- 

ors. 

Though I have ro doubt as to the individual to whom 
this tribute may be due, yet it seems proper that the 
fact shonld be placed upon the records of the city in 
an appropriate and formal manner. I have, therefore, 
with that view, taken the liberty of addressing to 
you this note, as the Commanding Officer of- thjs 
Naval Station, and of inquiring of you, to whom 
the credit of the discovery of this channek may be 
justly due. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 


obedient servant. 
M. C. PATERSON, 
Chairman of the Select Committee, §c. 


To M C. Paterson, Esq., Chairman of the Select 
Commitiee of the Common Council, New York. 
Navy Yarp, New York, 
October 22, 1837 

Sir: I have this day received your letter, as Chair- 
man cf the Select Committee of the Common Coun- 
cil of the City of New York, wishing to be inform. 
ed, in a * formal manner,” to whom the credit of the 
discovery of a new channel, called “ Gedney’s 
Channel,” at the entranee of this port, should be 
given. 

You are aware that the survey of the coast of our 
country, including soundings, head-lands, bays, 
creeks, inlets, &c. &e., has been, for some time, in 
progress, by order of the Government, under the im- 
mediate superintendence of Mr. Hassler; and that 
several officers of the Navy have heen assigned to 
him in the proseention of this great National work. 
That part of the practicalsurvey of the coast, from 
the east end of Long Island to the harbor of New 
York, including the East River to Hurl Gate and 
North River to Tappan Bay, was aseigned to Lieut, 











353 ARVY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 





amet 





Thomas R. Gedney, of the U.S. Navy, and’a native 
of South Carolina. In the prosecution of these da- 
ties, he discovered this new and deep channel, which 
has taken his naine, and to nune other is the credit of 
the discovery due, and on none other can the in- 
tended tribute, by the Cominon Council, be justly 
bestowed. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
obedient servant. C. G. RIDGELY. 


To Captains Kearny, Sloat, and Perry, U.S. N.. 
Board of Officers for ecamining Light- Houses, and 
fixing Buoys and Beucons in the Harbor of New 

York. 

New York, November 16, 1837. 

Geritlemen: I take the liberty of addressing you, in 
regan to the discavery of the new channe! from this 
part, and I ain induced to do so, not only from your 
official position, but froin your long and intimate ac- 
quaintance with our harbor. : 

I have to request you, in behalf of the Committee 
of the board of Aldermen appointed on this subject, 
to inform me to whom, in your judgment, the credit 
of a discovery, so important in every point of view, 
we be justly attributed. ; 

have the honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient 
humble servant, 
M. C. PATERSON, 
Chiirman of the Select Committee 
on the subject of the Gedney Channel 


Jo M.C. Paterson, Esq.. Chairman of the Select 
Committee on the subject of Gedney’s Chunnel, New 
York. 

New York, Nov. 16, 1837. 

Str: We have had the honor to receive your com 
munication of this date, and, in reply to the inquiry, 
To whom, in our judgment, should be attributed the 
discovery of the new channels leading io this great com- 
mercial emporium,” we unhesitatingly, and with the 

reatest satisfaction say, to Lieut. Thoinas R. Gedney. 
eep water to the east of Romer Shoal, is laid down 

in the chart of those well known and enterprising 
hydrographers, the Messrs. Blunt; but to the tracing 
out of the East Channel, for purposes of practical 
use, Lieutenant Gedney is, in our view, entitled toall 
the merit ; and in regard to the Man of War Channel 
over the outer bar, he may lay equal claim to dis- 
covery. 

In corroboration of these opinions, we may remark, 
that so far as we have been able to learn, the Roscoe 
Liverpool packet, Capt. Delano, and the Ohio line-of- 
battle-ship, Ohio, a Kearny, were the first that 
ever passed th-ough these respective channels ; both, 
as we understand, conducted through, having pilots 
on board, by Lieut. Gedney. 

We are, sir, with great.respect, your most obedient 
servants, LAWRENCE KEARNY, 

JOHN D. SLOAT, 
M. C. PERRY, 
Captains U. S. Navy. 





We give to the following letter and resolutions re- 
ceived this morning, a cheertnl and prompt publicity. 
The latter are richly merited by the officers and gen- 
tlemen to: whom they are addressed. And we look 
upon the efforts for which they are applauded in pre- 
cisely the same light as if the Susquehanna had been 
captured by pirates; since the act commended, in 
such an event, would have been highly serviceable 
and efficient.— Philadelphia Gazette. 


CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, ; 
PuILapDELpPuHia, Noy. 22, 1837. 

Sir—lI have the — to hand you, enclosed, a 

eopy of certain resolutions, adopted by the Chamber 

of Commerce, in relation to the gallant conduct of 

yourself, and those officers and citizens who gener- 

ously volunteered their services, the instant they 





= ———e 
were apprized of the supposed capture of the ship 
Susquehanna; and I have the additional satisfaction 
of expressing my conviction, that the sentiments em- 
braced in those resolutions pervade all classes of the 
community. 
With cordial respect, 
I ain, your most obedient servant, 
DANIEL W. COXE, 
President of the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. 


CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, 
PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 21, 1837. 

Ata stated meeting of the Chamber, held on the 
evening of the above date, 

It was Resolved, That the Chamber of Commerce 
views, with feelings of high and grateful approbation, 
the prompt and efficient measures adopted by Commo- 
dore Stewart, the Naval Commander on this station, 
as well as the manly devotion, and meritorious con- 
duct of the officers of the navy, and private citizens 
who generously volunteered their services, and ex- 
posed themselves, on the late occasion of the sup- 
posed piratical capture of the Ship Susquebanna. 
And 


That the said Resolution be entered on the Minutes 
ofthe Chamber. ,. 

It was further Resolved, That the President of the 
Chamber be requested to convey the thanks of that 
body to Commodore Stewart, and to the following 
officers of the U. S. Navy, as also to the unnder-named 
Volunteers engaged in the foregoing service, and, 


aisc, to furnish them with a copy of the aforesaid 
Resolution. 


Officers of the Cutter Gallatin for the cruise. 
Lieutenant—John M. Dale, U.S. N. Commander, 


“s Edmund Byrne, “ Volunteer. 

“ss Arthur Lewis, s s 
Master—-Robert 8. Tatem, ss « 
P’d. Mid.—W. Decatur Hurst, “s “ 

“ Carter B. Poindexter, « “ 

es D. Ross Crawford, “ “s 
Midshipmen—C, St. George Noland, “ 
Boatswain—W illiam Waters, “s « 
Gunner—Alexande> Russel, “ “ 


Officers attached to the Cutler. 
Captain Gould. 


Lieutenant Josiah Murch, Ist. 
“6 Charles Grover, 2d. 
“ George Berriman, 3¢ 


Citizen Volunteers. 
Captain Thomas Hayes. 
Captain James Dumphy. 
Pilot Peter Painter, 
Surgeon J. M. Wallace, M. D. 


Pilot Boat William Price. 
Lieutenant Robert Ritchie, U. S. N., Commander. 
; Citizen Volunteers. 
Captain Silas Pedrick. 
«© John E. Taylor. 
“ Charles Snowden. 
‘ D. Baker. 
eilote S Fchn Clampet. 
Surgeon, John B. Biddle, M. D. 
A true extract from the minutes. 
JOHN H. BARNES, 
Secretary to the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. 





Dry Dock tn PotLape.rutia.—In the ship news 
of our paper yesterday, it was stated, that the Great 
Ship Pennsylvania was taken over the Chester bar, 
at two hours’ ebb, leaving two feet of water below 
her keel, and, at the same time, the tide had fallen 
from 18 to 24 inches. This fact proves, what has 
recently been stated, that we may now have 24 or 25 
feet of water on that bar, and the depth is continuall 
increasing. We ask the attention of our fellow-citi- 
zens to this important fact, as one upon which action 
ought to be founded, for having a dock made in Phil. 
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delphia, for the repairs of United States ships, espe- 
cially as we believe the depth of water on the Romer 
Shoals, at the entrance to Sandy Hook, is no greater 
than that on the Chester bar—we speak from an im- 
pression, rather thaa froin knowledge by observation 
or books. 

The use of towing boats on the Delaware entirely 
removes the objections which once existed as to the 
loss of time in ascending theriver. Philadelphia can 
now be almost as readily reached as any other com- 
mercial city, by our own national ships, and in war, 
anaval depot would be safer here than in any other 
commercial city inthe Union. Now that it is ascer- 
tained that ships of the largest class, the very largest 
class in the world, can reach our city, it behoves 
Philadelphians to stir themselves, to impress upon 
the General Government the importance of applying 
to national use, the advantages of our city in point 
of location, and to avail itsvif, as much as possible, of 
the architectural skill of our mechanics. 

We hope that the subject will occupy the attention 
of those citizens whose voice will be heard at Wash- 
ington. 

fg After the above was prepared, we learned that 
the subject of a Dry Dock, at the Navy Yard in 
Philadelphia, has occupied te attention of our towns- 
man, Mr. Strickland, who has subinitted to Coinmo- 
dore Stewart a plan of a dock and lock, which must 
serve all the purposes required, and greatly promote 
the object in view, in establishing a Navy Yard in 
Philadelphia. The subject, we cannot doubt, will, 
at a proper time, be brought before Congress.—U. S. 
Gazeite. 

CHRoNOMETERS.—One of the most useful inven- 
tions of modern times is the Chronometer, which 
assists the navigator in ascertaining, with astonishing 
precision, his distance from any meridian, at almost 
any time and place. Chronometers are now iitro- 
duced into general use, and hardly a ship quits our 
ports without having one of these valuable instru- 
ments on board. But it should be recollected that 
although a chronometer is an exceedingly useful in- 
strument, it is also one of very delicate construction. 
When well regulated, it will furnish the means of 
finding the ship’s place on the ocean, but a slight jar, 
or the most trifling imperfection in the machinery, 
will often vary its rate considerably, although imper- 
ceptibly ; insomuch that, if it is the sole guide of the 
navigator, it may often lead him into error, and be 
the means of the loss of his ship and cargo, and the 
lives of all on board. 

When there is but one chronometer on board a ship, 
full confidence should not be placed in its revelations. 
It may be incorrect, notwithstanding it was regulated 
with the utmost care before leaving port, and the 
maker’s naine is a guarantee for the excellence of the 
instrument. A good ship-master will keep a ship’s 
way by dead reckoning, even if he has a dozen chro- 
nometers on board, and will embrace every opportu- 
nity to test the correctness of his chronometer, by 
lunar observations, taken with more than one instru- 
ment. He may thus satisfy himself from time to time 
of the goodness of his instrument, and convince him- 
self beyond a doubt, of the exact situation of his ship. 

When there are two chronometerg on board, the 
chances of error will be much diminished, as oxe 
will serve to correct the other, But it is possible that 
they may agree with each other, and both be wrong; 
therefore a careful ship-master will never put impli- 
cit confidence in this excellent and useful instrument, 
even if he has more than one on board. He will 
compare the longitude as shown by the chronometer, 
with the longitnde by dead reckoning, and by lunar 
observation, and if he is a scientific navigator, and no 
other should be entrusted with the command of a ship 
on a foreign voyage, he will by these means be able 
to calculate with certainty the distance of his ship, 
east or west, from any place whose position has been 
previously deteriained. 








It is not unfrequently the cease that a ship-master 
will put too much confidence in instruments whose 
superior excellence he bas tested, without reflecting 
that all the instruments used for determining the 
ship’s place at sea are of delicate construction, and 
liable to injury, and, of course, to error. 

The moon’s distance from the sun or a star, should 
be measured by more than one instrument, by a quad- 
rant as well as a sextant, or whet would, perhaps, be 
better, distances should be observed on both sides of 
the moon, and if there is any error in the instruments, 
it will be discovered. A shipmaster should never be 
too positive of any thing relating to the navigation of 
his ship, but cauTron should be his watchword. We 
recollect that, a number of years since, before chro- 
hometers came in fashion, a shipmaster, trading from 
a port in Massachusetts Bay to South America, 
prided himself on the excellence of his sextant, and 
on his skill and accuracy in taking and working a 
lunar observation. He used to declare that he could 
hit a nun-buoy in the midst of the Atlantic ocean, if 
its place was accurately laid down in the charts! In- 
dee:|, he was so confident of the accuracy of his lunar 
observations, that he kept no dead reckoning, and 
seldom hove the log. But it once happened that, on 
a passage to Bahia in Brazil, when running with a 
free wind, at the rate of seven knots an hour, he found 
himself among the breakers of Cape St. Roque, when, 
according to his lunar observations, he was several 
degrees to windward of the Cape! He relied alto- 
gether on his sextant, and his sextant deceived him. 
Within afew years past, we have heard of several 
instances of navigators being deceived in a similar 
manner by the only chronometer which they had on 
board.— Boston Mercantile Journal. 








Zopracat Licut.—The phenomena attending this 
light were carefully observed and recorded by Cas- 
sini, a great French astronomer, more than a hundred 
years ago. Since that time, but little attention has 
been paid to it, until the idea, recently suggested, of 
its possible connexion with meteoric showers, has 
again at tractedto it the attention of astronomers. 

At the present time, its dimensions are exceedingly 
enlarged beyond their usual limits, extending through 
nearly half the Zodiac, on both sides of the aun, and 
visible in both the morning and evening sky. Its 
western elongation from the sun is about 60, and its 
eastern about 90 degrees. Although it reaches to a 
less distance from the sun in the morning than in the 
evening sky, yet, on acconnt of the greater transparen- 
cy of the atmosphere in the morning than at evening, 
as wellason account of the greater angle of elevation 
of the luminous pyramid above the horizon at the 
former than at the latter period, the most favorable view 
can now be obtained of it in the east, from five to half 
past five o’clock in the morning. Indeed, for the six 
years in which the writer has observed it with atten- 
tion, it has never, at this season of the year, appeared 
so bright in the morning sky as at present. Any one 
who will rise at 5 o’clock, in a clear morning, may 
see it forming a luminous triangle, with its broad base 
resting on the horizon, for 20 degrees or more, its 
southern margin almost grazing the bright star spica 
Virginis, and its vertex reaching to gamma of the 
same constellation, a little below the present position 
of the planet Jupiter. 

In the west, it first became visible on the 21st in- 
stant. The presence and splendour of the planet Ve- 
nus, render it more difficuit than usual to define its 
boundaries, and soon the moon will interrupt obser- 
vations altogether for the next ‘ortnight. For two or 
three evenings to come, however, the Zodiacal Light 
may still be seen after evening twilight, reaching 
along the ecliptic through the constellations Capricor- 
nus and Aqnarius, Its light is very feeble, and no one 
may exnect to see it ina hasty glance, or in thesmoky 
atinosphere of alargecity. Let the observer select 
a situation in the open air, where the eye is not dis. 
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tracted by artificial light. Fixing the right eye on| WASHINGTON CITY; 
the Milky Way, ib the neighbourhood of the Eagle, THURSDAY. ...... DECEMBER 7, 1887 


Jet him fix the lett eye on the region of Capricornus 
and Aquarius, glancing it quite to the meridian. In 
a few minutes, if not immediately, he will perceive 


with the left eye, a luminous pyramid, the centre of 
which passes over the two bright stars in the head of 


C:pricornus, the whole forining a counterpart to the 
Muiky Way, being nearly as bright as that, while the 
triangular space between the two, embracing the Dol- 
phin, appears perceptibly darker than eitlier. The 
presence of the moon, however, will soon render these 
directions useless, and it is expected that, by the time 
when observations can be renewed, about the middle 
of December, the light will have become so distinct, 
as not to require these devices of seeing it. Mean- 
while, as it is supposed, it will grow less and less con- 
spicuous in the east, nntil within a few weeks at most, 
it will cease to be visible at all in the morning sky 
These suggestions are, however, respectfully offered. 
m ‘rely as queries, with the hope of eliciting accurate 
and multiplied observations, particularly in southern 
latitudes, where the phenomena is seen more advan- 
tageously tha with us. 
Yale College, Nov. 28. 





Public attention having been iately drawn to the 
siiling of J.J. Mitcnexe from the Chesapeake, we 
give the following extract of a letter from the collec. 
tor of Mobile, announcing his arrival at that port. 
which we have obtained from the Treasury Depart- 
ment: 

**Cottector’s OrFice, 
M bile, Nov. 17th 1337. 

Str: The schooner Blooming Youth, of 55 tons 
burden, aut the notorious J. J. Mircuenn inaster. 
were brought up to tuwn this morning by one of the 
officers of the cutter stationed in the bay. I had re- 
eeived acom:nunication from a committee of the city 
of Philadelphia, requesting me to watch the arrival of 
this vessel, and have her examined. Ihstructions 
having been given to Capiain Foster to that effect, 
the enclosed letter will show that he had done so, and 
found nothing wrong.” 

The letter of the commanding officer of the eutter 
Jefferson states that nothing unusual appeared on 
board the schooner, which had on board four passen- 

ers from Philadelphia, two from Norfolk, and asailor 
rom Key West.—Globe. 





UnitTep STATES sHiP INDEPENDENCE. 
Extract of a letter from an officer on board the U. 

S. ship Independence, dated Mapetra, October 

13, 1837. 

“I expect, before you reeeive this, you will hear 
ef the English frigate Pique beating us ; which is 
true, so far. She got under weigh with us in smooth 
water, and we sailed in company about ten hours, 
and she beat us about two lengths. She had all her 
ballast and water out on purpose, and drew only fif- 
teen feet of water, while our ship drew twenty-three 
feet; she declined trying usin asea way. We can 
out-sail any ship in their navy, by giving us fair play.” 
-—United States Gazette. 


We have been favored with the following extract 
of a letter from an officer on board the-U. 8S. ship In- 
dependence, dated 

FuncHvutro, Maperra, 15th Oct. 1837. 

‘The day I left Portsmouth, the Pique, English 
frigate, sailed with this ship; she had no ballast on 
board, and, the wind »eing light, she had rather the 
better with the winds aft; but on a wind we were 
beating her; it, however, was not a fair trial, as this 
ship was deep, with three month’s provision on board, 
water all full, and our rigging just set up for sea. In 
the morning she was a long distance astern, going 
into Plymouth, and before 12 I was off the Lizard, 
having made the run from ‘the isle of Wight to that 
poiat in lesg than 15 hours.— Baltimore Republican. 





Report or THE SecreTary or THE Navy. 
Having had an opportunity to peruse this document, 
we can give a synopsis of its contents, in anticipation 
of its publication in our columns. 

After enumerating the employment of our public 
vessels, upon the several stations, the report goes on 
to say that the brig Forpoise will be engaged, the 
coming winter, under Lieut. Comd’t Wilkes, in an 
examination and survey of the harbors of Beaufort 
and Wilmington, N.C., and a survey of May river 
from Tybee bar to Hunting island. 

Seventeen officersof the Navy have been employed 
in examining sites for light-honses, and have com- 
pleted their duties in a satisfactory manner. 

A home squadron is recommended, and estimates 
therefor submitted with those uf the general service 
for 1838. re 

An increase of the Medical corps, to correspond 
more nearly with the number of captains, command. 
ers, and lieutenants, is suggested. 

It is intimated that the ship of the line Pennsylva- 
nia can be sent to the Mediterranean to relieve the 
frigate Constitution, whose term of service will ex- 
pire in the early part of the coming year. 

The report is rather unnecessarily diffase upon the 
subject of the exploring expedition, and descends to 
unimportant minuti# in explaining the measures 
adopted for its equipment, and in accounting for the 
lengthened delay in its departure. The Secretary 
seeins to be aware that public expectation has been 
disappointed in the sailing of this squadron, and there 
is an evident disposition to cast the blame upon the 
commander. The Secretary was in favor of a reduced 
force, but the board of officers appointed to examine 
into the condition of the vessels, and their adaptation 
for the intended service, having recommended that no 
reduction should be made jn the number of vessels, it 
was determined to continue them, as well as the offi- 
cers and men, whom it was also proposed to reduce. 

The law, authorizing the construction of a dry dock 
in the harbor of New York, or its adjacent waters, 
has not been carried into effect, in consequence of the 
difficulty of deciding upon the most eligible site. 
Professor Renwick has surveyed, with great care, a 
bay at Constable’s Point, N. J., called Kill Van Kull, 
and his report will be communicated to Congress. 

The allowance of double rations to officers of the 
Marine eorps, commanding separate posts, is again 
brought into notice, and recommended for legislative 
action. . 

The report of the officers employed to prepare a 
plan for the improvement of the Navy Yard at Pensa. 
cola, having contained no estimate of the expense, 
Col. Totten, of the Corps of Engineers, has been en- 
gaged to make these estimates, and is now on his way 
to Pensacola for that purpose. 

By the operation of the law of March 3, 1837, for 
the more equitable administration of the navy pen- 
sion fund, that fund has been reduced from $1,049,- 
232, to $552,632. The number of invalid, widow 
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and orphan pensioners is 678 ; and the aggregate an- 
nual pensions ainount to $87,767—more than the in- 
terest on the principal remaining; so that, unless the 
pensioners be speedily lessened, or the law altered, 
the fund will, in a few years, be swallowed up. The 
amount of arrears only, under the late law, up to the 
Ist Oct., 1837, ascertained and paid, was $578,417. 

The duties imposed upon the Department by the 
abovementioned act are represented as being so oner- 
ous, that the aid of aseparate bureau is suggested, un- 
der a Commissioner, with powers and duties similar 
to those of the Coimunissioner of Pensions of the War 
Department. 

The privateer pension fund is entirely exhausted, 
and the few pensioners remaining (36) are recom- 
mended to be paid from the Treasury, for which 
$4,000, annually, will suffice. 

The balance of the navy hospital fund in the Trea- 
sury on the Ist Oct., 1837, was $94,202. 

The board of officers appointed to ascertain the 
efficiency, and test the safety, of the medium or light 
guns, after subjecting them to severe trials, were all 
satisfied with their safety. 

A suitable reward to the offieers and men who vo- 
lunteered to go in pursuit of the supposed pirate, in 
the case of the ship Susquehanna, as well as in like 
cases which may hereafter occur, is suggested. 

A national foundry for easting cannon, shot, and 
shells, for the Army and Navy, and an establishment 
for the manufacture of gunpowder, are recommended 
as of great importance. 

The building occupied by the Navy Department is 
stated to be insufficient for the accommodation of the 
officers and clerks; the halls and passages are crowd. 
ed with wooden boxes, filled with valuable papers, 
which are daily exposed to, and increase the risk of 
fire; and itis hoped that measures will be adopted 
for extending the building. 

The report, in extenso, will be inserted as soon as 
a copy can be procured. 





CONGRESS. 

The second session of the twenty-fifth Congress 
eommenced at the Capitol on Monday last. 

In the Senate, the Vice Prestpent took the 
chair, at 12 o’clock; and, at the same hour, the 
Spreaker took the chair ofthe House. A joint eom- 
mittee was appointed to wait on the President. 

On Tuesday the message was delivered. Such 
portions of it as relate to the army and navy will be 
found in another column. 

The Reports from the War and Navy Departments 
will be published as early as practicable. 





A large portion of this day’s paper is taken up with 
the messages of the Governor of Georgia to the Le- 
gislature of that State ; one communicating his rea- 
sons for disapproving the bill appropriating $30,000 
to defray the expenses of Gen. Nelson’s brigade of 
Volunteers ; the other, the correspondence, called for 
by the Legislature, exhibiting the authority on which 


We have received a copy of the reply ef Gen. D. 
L. Clinch, to Gov. Cali’s account of the battle of the 
Withlacoochee, of Dec. 31, 1835. We did not publish 
the statement of Gov. Call, as it was made up, in a 
great measure, of personal invective. 

Gen. Clinch confines himself, for vindication, sim- 
ply to the letters trom the officers of the Army, and 
others, who were present in the engagement. We 
shall, probably, take an early occasion to lay this pub- 
lication before our readers, as it embodies the evi- 
dence of eye-witnesses ; and do not believe that, in 
so doing, we are departing from the golden rule, to 
‘“‘ hear both sides.” 





The essays of our correspandent C. are deserving 
of the serious attention of the officers of our navy. 
He writes understandingly of the subjects upon which 
he treats; and, having had the benefit of long experi- 
ence in the service, his suggéstions are worthy of be- 
ing treasured and adopted. 

We hope these essays will be continued, and in- 
cite other officers to imitate his example, by making 
public the results of their investigations into profes- 
sional matters. 





Georcia Micitra.—The following elections have 
been recently made by the Legislatuae of that State: 
Major General 12th Division: 

C. H. Nelson, of Cherokee. 
Brigadier Generals. 
Ist Brig., 4th Division, Paul J. Semmes, of Wilkes. 
2d Brig., 4th Division, D M. Burns, of Jackson. 
Ist Brig., 6th Division, H. H Tarver, of Twiggs. 
2d Brig., 9th Division, Willis Kilgore, of Coweta. 
2d Brig , 3d Division, G. W. King, of Clark. 


ITEMS. 

The schooner Ursula, from New York, with 120 
U.S. troops, under the command of Lieut. Allen, 
destined for Florida, arrived in the Savannah riveron 
the 22d ult. 


Captain Hale, of the brig Boxer, arrived at Balti- 
more from St. John’s, Florida, reports that the U. S. 
forces, under the command of Gen. Jesup, were ex- 
pected to take up the line of march, on the 25th ult., 
for the Indian territory. 





The U.S. ship Pennsylvania got under way from 
the U. S. Navy yard at Philadelphia on the 29th ult., 
and was towed by the steamboats Pennsylvania and 
Delaware as far as Chester, where she remained on 
Sunday last. 


ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 


Dec. 1—Lt. Col. J. Kearney, Top. Eng’rs.,  F Street. 
3—Ass’t. Sur. J. H. Baldwin, Fuller’s, 
5—Lt. F. A. Lewis, lst Arty. Gadsby’s. 


LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
WasuincTon, Dee. 1, 1837. 

Army—Dr. B. M. Byrne, Capt. W. H. Chase, Major 
L. G. De Russy, Gen. J. R. Fenwick, Lieut C. S. Lo- 
vell, Lieut. W. Manadier, Capt. D. Perkins, Payinas- 
ter Wharton Rector, Gen. W. Scott, Lieut. J. 8. Van- 
derveer. 

Navyv—Wnm. H. Ball, Mid. F. E. Baker, Parser E, 
N. Cox, Lieut. Powell, Capt. W. Ramsay, 2, Commo, 
Woolsey. 











the troops were raised. 


Maninxg Cornrs—Licut F. C. Hall, 
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Norroik, Dec. 1, 1337. 

Navy—Capts. T. T. Webb, Win. Ramsay ; Com’r. 
of the Peacock; Licuts. F. B. Ellison, T. D Shaw, T. 
R. Rootes, Charles Duryee, R. D. Page; Drs. W. F. 
McClanahin, 3, E. W. Hopkins, D. Harlan; Pursers, 
F. G. McCawley, E. S. Whelan R. R. Waldron, 2, 
Purser’s Steward M. D’Murcia; Midshipmen S. B. 
Lee, M. E. Marine, A. L. Baldwin, C. St. George No- 
land, J. H. Belcher, Ed. Donaldson, R. De L. Izard, J. 
N. Murphy, Charles Sinckler, Louis McLane, J. W. 
Turk, F. Miller, N. F. Barnes, G. W. Hamersley, J. 
D. Usher, W. P. McArthur; The officers of the Pea- 
cock, Win. Burrows, or officers of the Peacock, 





PASSENGERS. 


New York, Nov 28—per ship Auburn, for Savannah, 
Lieut J. R. Smith, U.S. A. 

Dec. 2—per ship Ocmulgee, for New Orleans, Captain 
James Green, U.S. A. 

Savannan, Nov. 22—perschconer Ursula, from New 
York, Lieuts. R. Allen and Lincoln, of the army. 

Nov. 25—per steamboat Ocmulgee, from Darien, 
Captain Ramsay, U.S. N. 

Cuarceston, Nov. 29 —per steampacket Boston, from 
Wilmington, R. H. Lowndes, of the navy. 

New Oaceans, Noy. 20, per steamer Alert, from 
Mobile, Major J. Mountfort, and Lt. M. J. Burke, of 
the army, ‘ 








COMMUNICATIONS. 


NAVAL TACTICS. 


Should this nation ever be engaged in another war, 
with either of the great powers of Europe, the thea- 
tre of action will be the ocean, and the question at 
issue decided by conflicting squadrons, Frigates and 
other single ships will be employed to scour the ocean, 
afford protection to, or cut up and destroy, a scattered 
cominerce. By fleets, coasts and cities will be as- 
sailed, and by fleets alone can they be efficiently 
protected. Fortifications, it is true, are necessary 
for safety against attacks from a smail force; but 
should an object of sufficient importance present it- 
self to justify the enterprise, such as the destruction 
of important cock yards, ora fleet in preparation, the 
strongest standing defences may be passed, or even 
attacked, by a fleet, successfully. The Dardanelles, 
Copenhagen, Algiers, in their turn, proved insuffi- 
cient barriers to British squadrons. Fortifications 
make a most imposing appearance, but with a strong 
leading wind and favorable tide, (and such would be 
selected,) ships, going at the rate of ten miles an 
hour, (admitting shot to take effect at one mile and: 
a quarter,) would only be exposed to a fire of fifleen’ 
minutes. Some injury, in that time, would, without 
doubt, be sustained, but objects passing and changing 
their positions so rapidly, afford but little certainty of 
aim to the most practised gunners. Moreover, ships 
have contended, side by side, against powerful bat- 
teries, manned by brave and skilful artillerists, for 
eight hours, and were finally successful ; forexample, 
the Crown Batteries, at Copenhagen, when attacked 
by Admiral Nelson. Many instances might be ad- 
duced to prove batteries alone are not sufficient to 
prevent the passage of a fleet:into a harbor or road they 
may desire to enter. A fleet, only, can afford protec- 
tion to a coast against the operations of a fleet. Eng- 
Jani, single handed, with her ships, controlled tne 
destinies of Europe. 

Heretofore our warfare on the ocean and lalzes has 
been confined to single ships, or squadrons of small 
vessels ; and in those conflicts the honor of our flag 
was nobly sustained, contending with a nation the 
most renowned in naval combat. With fleets we have 
had but little experience, and, it is to be feared, have 
not generally given that attention to tactics which 
their importance demands. Without a knowledge of 
this science, courage and seamanship are not sufficient 
to overcome an opponent more skilful in mancuvre, 








though inferior as practical seamen, For illus- 


trations of this position, we refer to the battles fought 
between the fleets of England and France during 
the last century. The superiurity of the British, as 
seamen, will be readily admitted; yet how often 
were they foiled by their more scientific opponents. 
Their encounteis frequently resulted in drawn bat- 
tles, or but partial advantages; these results pro- 
ceeded entirely from the supericrity of the French in 
tactics. Whenever they could be forced to close ac- 
tion, (which was but seldom,) British seawanship 
and valor always prevailed. It was not until the at- 
tention of the British navy was called to the subject 
of tactics, by a lundsman, that decisive actions took 
place. He was impelled to the examination of the 
subject by the repeated indecisive and unsatisfactory 
rencontres of their fleets with those of the enemy, 
whilst in single actions they were invariably victori- 
ous. The result of his examination was the discove- 
ry that their want of success proceeded, generally, 
from their injudicions manner of attack, and always 
from the interiority of their officers as tacticians, 
This being made known, and at the same time the 
many uselul suggestions thrown out by Mr. Clerk, 
gave a new impulse to the British navy. The memo- 
rable battle shortly. after, on the 12th = 1782, 
was fought on those (to thein) new principles, and to 
which the successful issue is fairly attributabl». 

It is not denied, indeed it ia conceded by all, that 
Mr. Clerk rendered important service to his country 
in calling the attention of their navy to the study, and 
furnishing a system of tactics, which, adopted by 
them, led to the happiest consequences. The abso- 
lute necessity of an acquaintance with tactics, in or- 
der to sail or maneuvre a squadron advantageously, 
must be admitted by every one, at all conversant with 
naval affairs. This necessity does not exist only in 

resence of an eneiny, with whom you are about to 
join in battle, but at all times, when from change of 
wind, or other cause, the order of a fleet is broken, 
the safety and celerity with which it is reformed and 
compacted, will depend on the knowledge and skill 
of the officers in this important branch of the pro- 
fession. 

In support of what I have here advanced, I will 
refer, for an instant, to the action of Sir J. Jervis 
with a Spanish fleet, off Cape St. Vincent, Feb. 14, 
1797. The British Admiral says, (when the fleet of 
the enemy, consisting of twenty-five sail of the line, 
was discoversd,) ‘‘ His Majesty’s squadron, consist- 
ing of fifteen sail of the line, happily formed, in the 
most compact order, in two lines, by carrying a press 
of sail, was enabled to get up with the enemy before 
he had time to collect and form a regular order of bat- 
ile.” He then goes on to state, “I availed nyself of 
this advantage, and passing through their fleet ina 
line, formed with the utmost celerity, tacked, and sepa. 
rated one-third of their fleet from the main body.” 
The result is well known. 

Instances might be multiplied, if necessary, ta 
prove the importance of a familiar acquaintance with 
this science, not only to the commander-in-chief, but 
every captain and lieutenant in a fleet. The most 
consummate skill in the chief would avail but little 
if unsupported by intelligence and skill in his sub« 
ordinates. This knowledge, upon which so much de- 
pends, can be acquired by a diligent study of the best 
works on the subject, aided by a knowledge of prac- 
tical seamanship. Unfortunately, such works cannot 
readily be obtained in the United States, but may be 
had in England or France. Those who do not un- 
derstand the French language, can obtain translations 
of the best French authors. One has recently 
been made of the celebrated Treatise of P. Paul 
Hoste, by Captain Boswal, of the British Navy, for 
their service. Such works are, however, rather too 
costly, when imported, to be obtained by all classes of 
officers. Should one of our enterprising publishers 
give us American editions of such works, the number 
of copies required to supply the officers of. cur ins 
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creasing navy, would, I think, justify the experiment. 
There is certainly not an oificer, desirous to qualify 
himself for usefulness, who would not avail himseli 
of the opportunity thrown in his way. Inthe mean 
time, copies should be added to the libraries already 
furnished our ships, that officers may have every op- 
portunity to fit themselves for the enlarged duties of 
maneuviing in squadron. This is the favorable peri- 
od—one of leisure—to prepare for active and trying 
service. It may be too late, when the time of action 
arrives, to think of preparation. The success of a 
fleet depends as sed 4 upon the celerity anc rapidity 
of its movemznts, as on the judgment of the chief di- 
recting them. We must be ready to meet an enemy 
promptly on the ocean; or, if necessary, make a 
coup demain. Our rivers and bays must not again 
afford shelter and subsistence for an enemy ; nor our 
towns be laid under contribution by a squadron. 
Those days have passed by, and never can return, so 
long as the navy is cherished by the nation, its affairs 
wisely administered, and the officers careful to pre- 
serve that system of discipline which enabled them, 
in its infancy, to grapple, successfully, with those 
who claimed to have wrested the trident from the 
hands of Neptune. 





THE LATE CADET A. W. DAVIDSON. 
MILiTARY ACADEMY, 
West Point, N. Y., Nov. 24, 1837. } 

At a meeting of the Third Class of Cadets, of the 
U.S. Military Academy, held on Wednesday the 22d 
of November, 1837, Cadet LANCASTER was called to 
the Chair. and Cadei GARDINER appointed Secretary. 

The object of the meeting having been explained, 
the following preamble and resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted: 

Deeply regretting the death of our comrade, Au- 
Gustus WasHinGton Davipson, of North Caroli- 
na, who was endeared to ns by his unassuming worth, 
and by his noble disinterestedness ; anid, wishing to 
confer on him the only tokens of our respect and es- 
teem which his untimely fate has left in our power, 

Resolved, That in the death of Cadet Davipson, 
the corps of Cadets has lost one of its most worthy 
members, and his classmates one of their most cher- 
ished associates. 

Resolved, That we tender to the relatives of the 
deceased, our sincere condolence on the irreparable 
loss they have so unexpectedly experienced. 

Resolved, That (with the consent and approval of 
the Superintendent) we will unite in raising to his 
memory a monument suitable to his worth. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed 
to select, and report to an adjourned meeting, a 
model of a monument proper to be erected, and to at- 
tend to the erection of said monument, after the model 
shall have been approved by the class. 

Resolved, That a copy of the above proceedings be 
transmitted to the nearest relative of the deceased; and 
that they be published in the Army and Navy Chron- 
icle, the Raleigh Star, the Raleigh Register, and the 
Charlotte Journal. 

J. K. H. LANCASTER, Chairman. 

J. W. Tupor Garpiner, Secretary. 





WHISKERS. 

Among the many ridiculous articles in the Army 
Regulaticns, there is none more so than the one which 
prohibits officers from wearing whiskers ‘ below a 
line drawn from the tip of the ear to the corner of the 
mouth.” Such a regulation is not only ridiculous, 
but absolutely contemptible. It is very proper to 

reserve cleanliness among the common soldiers, and 
13 doubtless necessary ; but to make it apply to offi- 
cers is an interference with their toilette, which has 
not been found necessary for the good of any other 
service. In the English army, the officers wear their 
beards as they desire, which is, of course, always 
like gentlemen, and not in the style of convicts, as our 





Regulations prescribe. In the continental service, 


whiskers have ever been considered an essential part 
of the uniform, and an insignia of the officer. Why, 


then, should our Generals usurp the legitimate office 
of the barber, and prescribe the manner of shaving 
the beard? Why not leave it to fashion to regulate? 

This Regulation ought to be annulled ; for, although 
commanding officers, generally, have deemed it too sil- 
ly and absurd to deserve any thing but ridicule, yet 
there are some, whose consciences have a peculiar 
construction, who require it to be complied with ; 
while they allow other violations, far more detrimen- 
tal to the service. 

If the commanding General will abolish this Regu- 
lation, he will add much to the comfort and good ap- 
pearance of the officers generally ; and, in particular, 
save from the vengeance ofa commanding officer 

A FINE PAIR OF WHISKERS. 








— 
TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION. 








EXTRACTS FROM THE 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


Tue Arnmy.—The accompanying report of the Se- 
cretary of War will bring to your view the state of 
the Ariny, and all the varions subjects confided to the 
superintendence of that oificer. 

Phe principal part of the army has been concen- 
trated in Florida, with aview, and in the expectation, 
of bringing the war in the Territory to a speedy 
close. The necessity of stripping the posts on the 
maritime and inland frontiers of their entire garri. 
sons, for the purpose of assembling in the field an 
army of less than four thousand men, would seein ta 
indicate the necessity of increasing our regular fore 
ces; and the superior efficiency, as well as greatly 
diminished expense of that description of troops, re- 
commended this measure as one of economy as well 
as of expediency. 1 refer to the report for the rea- 
sons which have induced the Secretary of War to 
urge the re-organization and enlargement of the staff 
of thearmy, and of the ordnance corps, in which [ 
fully concur. 

It is not, however, compatible with the interest of 
the people to maintain, in time of peace, a regular 
force adequate to the defence of our extensive fron- 
tiers. In periods of danger and alarm we must rely 
principally upon a well-organized militia; and some 
general arrangement that will render this deserip- 
tion of force more efficient, has long been a subject 
of anxious solicitude. It was recommended to the 
first Congress by General Washington, and has 
been since frequently brought to your notice, and re. 
cently, its importance strongly urged by my im- 
mediate predecessor. The provision in the Consti- 
tution that renders it necessary to adopt an uniform 
system of organization for the militia throughout 
the United States, presents an insurmountable obsta- 
cle to an efficient arrangement by the classification 
heretofore proposed, and I invite your attention to 
the plan which will be submitted by the Secretary of 
War, for the organization of volunteer corpa, and 
the instruction of militia officers, as more simple 
and practicable, if not equally advantageous, as a 
general arrangement of the whole militia of the Unit- 
ed States. 

A moderate increase of the corps, both of military 
and topographical engineers, has been more than 
once recommended by my predecessor; and my con- 
viction of the propriety, not to say necessity, of the 
measure, in order to enable them to perform the va- 
rious and important duties imposed upon them, in- 
duces me to repeat the recommendation. 

The Military Academy continues to answer all the 
purposes of its establishment, and not only furnishes 
welleducated officers to the army, but serves to dif- 
fuse throughout the mags of our citizens individuals 
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possessed of military knowledge, and the scientific 
attainments of civil and military engineering. At 
present, the cadet is bound, with consent of parents 
or guardians, to remain in service five years trom the 
period of enlistinent, unless sooner discharged ; thus 
exacting only one year’s service in the Ariny after 
his education is completed. ‘This does not appear to 
be sufficient. Government ought to command fora 
longer period the services of those who are educated 
at the public expense; and I recommend that the time 
of enlistment be extended to seven years, and the 
terms of the engagement strictly enforced. 

The creation of a national foundry for cannon, to 
be common to the service of the Army and Navy of 
the United States, has been heretofore recommended, 
and appears to be required, in order to place our ord- 
nance on an equal footing with that of other coun- 
tries, and to enable that branch of the service to con- 
trol the prices of those articles, and graduate the sup- 
plies to the wants of the Goverument, as well as to 
regulate their quality and insure their uniformity. 
The same reasons induce me to recommend the 
erection of a manufactory of gunpowder, to be under 
the d:rection of the Ordnance Ofthce. The establish- 
ment of a manufactory of small arms, west of the 
Alleghany mountains, upon the plan proposed by the 
Secretary of War, will vontribute to extend through- 
out the country the improvements which exist in es- 
tablishments of a similar description in the Atlantic 
States, and tend to a much more economical dis- 
tribution of the armament required in the western 
portion of our Union. 

* * * e * s 

Tre Navy.—By the report of the Secretary of 
the Navy, herewith communicated, it appears that 
unremitted exertions have been made at the different 
navy yards, to carry into effect all authorized mea- 
sures for the extension and employment of our naval 
force. The launching and preparation of the ship of 
the line Pennsylvania, and the complete repairs of 
the ships of the line Ohio, Delaware, and Columbus, 
may be noticed as forming a respectable addition to 
this important arm of our naval defence. Our 
commerce and navigation have received increased 
aid and protection during the present year. Our 
squadrons in the Pacific and on the Brazilian station 
have been much increased, and that in the Mediter- 
ranean, altliough small, is adequate to the present 
wants of our commerce in that sea. Additions have 
been made to our squadron on the West India station, 
where the large force under Commodore Dallas has 
been most actively and efficiently employed in pro- 
tecting our commerce, in preventing the importation 
of slaves, and in co-operating with the officers of the 
army, in carrying on the war in Florida. 


The satisfactory condition of our naval force abroad 
leaves at our disposal the means of conveniently 
providing for a home squadron, for the protection of 
commerce upon our extensive coast. The amount of 
appropriations required for such a squadron will be 
found in the general estimates for the naval service 
for the year 1838, 


The naval officers engaged upon our coast survey 
have rendered important service to our navigation. 
The discovery of a new channel into the harbor of 
New York, through which our largest ships may pass 
without danger, must afford important commercial ad- 
vantages to that harbor, and add greatly to its valne 
as a naval station. The accurate survey of George’s 
shoals, off the coast of Massachusetts, lately com- 
pleted, will render comparatively safe a navigation 
hitherto considered dangerous. 


Consider:ble additions have been madeto the num- 
ber of captains, commanders, lieutenants, surgeons, 
and assistant surgeons, in the navy. The additions 
were rendered necessary, by the increased number of 
yessels put in commisston to answer the exigencies 
of our growing commerce. 





Your attention is respectfuly invited to the various 
suggestions of the Secretary for the improvement of 
the naval service.. 

Se — anon — 
PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, &c. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, Dec. 4. 

Mr. Unperwoop offered the following resolution, 
which, under the rules, lies one day on the table : 

Re-olved That the Secretary of War be directed to 
lay before Congress, copies of all orders and instruc- 
tions given to the commander-in-chief of the forces in 
Florida, authorizing him to raise troops or call into ser- 
vice any portion of the militia, or to accept the services 
of voluuteers, for the purpose of suppressing Indian 
hostilities ; and that said Secretary report what mea- 
sures, if any, have been adopted to enlist or procure 
the services of other Indian warriors to fight against the 
Seminoles; the number of Indians so enlisted or taken 
into the service of the United States, the tribes to which 
they respectively belong, the length of time they have 
been engaged to serve, and the amount of pay promised 
them: and that the said Secretary also report the num- 
ber of troops, of ath classes, engaged and called into ser- 
vice for the purpose of prosecuting the war in Florida, 
at the present time. 

Wepwyespay, Dec. 6. 

Mr. Bippte offe'ed a resolution directing the reprint- 
ing of the President's Message, of 1835, recommending 
the establishment of a National Armory. Lies over. 

Mr. Wx. Cost Jounnson offered the following resolu- 
tion, which lies one day: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States com- 
municate to this House the causes which have delayed 
the sailing of the South Sea Surveying and Exploring 
Expedition ; and also cause to be laid before Congress 
all the docume: ts and eorrespondence within the control 
of the Navy Department, ealculated to inform this 
House of the true causes of the delay. 

Mr. Maury offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
communicate to this House, eopies of such documents on 
file in his office as may have relation to the claims for 
cumpensation of the company or companies of volunteer 
mounted men, who, in conformity with the proclama- 
tion of the Governor of Tennessce, issued under the au- 
thority of a requisition from Gen. Gaines, organized and 
equipped themselves, for the Florida campain, but who 
nited States. 














were not mustered into the service of the 
Lies over one day. 
FLORIDA WAR. 

The resolution of Mr. Unperwoop, calling for infor- 
mation as to the instructions given to the officers in com- 
mand in Florida, the number of troops of all kinds em- 
cores in the war, was taken up, amended on motion of 

r. BriaGs, so as toembrace the number of troops em- 
ployed, and the whole expense of the war since its com- 
mencement, and agreed to. 

The House then adjourned. 








——e 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


From the Augusta Constitutionalist. 


THE SEMINOLES, AND CHEROKEE DEPU- 
TATION. 

We are indebted to an attentive correspondent at 
St. Augustine for the following interesting letter, giv- 
ing the reception of Colonel Sherburn and the Chero- 
kee deputation, by Coahajo, Oceola, and other Indian 
Chiefs. We hope Col. Sherburn, with the Cherokee 
delegation, will be successful in their philanthropie 
efforts to terminate the war without further blood- 
shed, 





Str. Aucustine, E. F., Nov. 15, 1837. 

The deputation of Cherokees, accompanied by Col. 
Sherburn, arrived at the Head Quarters of General 
Jesup, (Picolata,) on Thursday evening last, and 
were invited to breakfast with the General the next 
morning. Soon after breakfast, Col. S. was invited 
by the General to a private audience, which con. 
tinued {ill dinner was announced, immediately after 
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which horses were ordered, and the deputation, with 


ter found a first cousin, and there appeared much re- 


Col S. and an aid-de-camp, arrived here late on Fri- | joicings on all siees. 


day night. 


Next morning the commander of the Fort, | 


Immediately after this council, Col. Sherburn left 


Captain Brown, the General’s aid, and all the offi- for Picolata, and next morning Gen. Jesup ana suite 


cers now here, called at the Hotel, and invited Col. 


with Col. S. returned here, and, calling on Gen Her- 


S, and the Cherokee deputation, to visit Coahajo, | nandez, visited the Fort, and had, I am informed, a 


Oceola, King Philip, and other Seminole chiefs and | 
warriors now confined in the Fort. Soon after, the | 
whole procession, with the Cherokees in full costume, | 


arrived, and were formally introduced, by all shaking 
hands, &c. 
square of the Fort, and the Seminole Chiefs took their 


Benches were then brought in the great | 


jong talk with Oceola, Coahajo, and some other prin- 
cipal chiefs, and soon after, although late at mght, 
called a council of the Cherokee deputation, and ear- 
ly next morning Gen. Jesup and suite, with General 
Hernandez and Col. Sherburne, left in haste for Pico- 
lata, on their way, it is said, for Garey’s Ferry, to 


seats’: the Cherokees set facing them with Colonel | confer with Gen, Eustis, who is on the eve of moving, 


Sherburn on their right, and next to him sat Captain | 
Brown, the General’s aid, and all the other officers | 


standing by, surrounded by about one hundred war- 
riors, all dressed in full costume. 

Col. S. was informed all were waiting, when he 
made a motion to the Cherokee speaker, who com- 
menced a talk through Pompey, the black interpre- 
ter, mostly stating the object of their visit to Florida, 
and with a hope that peace, through their influence, 
mii! be made; that they had come over big waters 
and long trarls to see their red brethren, and brought 


pipes and tobacco te smoke in peace, &c. Coahajo | 


answered: they were all rejoiced to take their red 
brethren by the hand, and smoke with them the pipe 
of peace, and hoped peace would be restored; and 
they were willing now to go to their new homes, and 
wished his warriors could hear them speak, for then 
they would come in and bury the hatchet, &c. This 
took over an hour, but there was much more said 
which could not be distinctly heard; it ended in 
smoking the pipe. Col. Sherburn then addressed 
them ; he said he had come from the great city, where 
their Great Father and Brother lived ; that he came 
‘to speak to them the words of peace and good will, 
and how very desirous their Great Father and Brother 
was to stop shedding the red man’s blood, and to see 
them remove to their new hunting gronnds west ; 
that he was the friend of the red man, and had come 
with his Cherokee brothers, with whom he had been 
living, to smoke the pipe of peace, and, if they 
wished, with the other chiels who were yet out, to 
visit their Great Father, he would take them on with 
him ; that the Foxes, Sioux, and other tribes, had all 
been to Washington, mace peace, and were now gone 
to their happy homes in the west, &c. 

They replied they were happy to see him, and if 
he would give their young warriors such a talk, they 
would all come in, for they were very foolish, and 
wished he and his Cherokee brothers would go and 
see them. Col. S. asked if fhere would not be dan- 
gerin going now. Coahajo id not repty to it, but 
seemed to evade the questten by asking another. 
Capt. Brown insisted on a reply, when King Philip's 
son (Wild Cat) spoke out most vehemently, and with 
many gestwres, said there would be danger now, for 
the warriers believe that all now present had been 
killed; but if they could see that we were all well, 
or could know it, there would be no danger, and that 


he, for one, wonld go with them and visit all the war- 


riors. Col. S. then introduced one of the Cherokee 
deputation to Oceola, as a prophet, who communed 
with the Great Spirit; Oceola said he was much 
sagt to see the prophet, and if he would go to see 

am Jones and his vouag warriors, they would listen 
to his words and make peace; that he, Oceola, was 
tired of fighting, and when he saw his Great Father, 
would tell him so, and then go toward the setting sun 
to his new home; that he was too sick to say more 
now, but would speak again. The pipe was again 
used, and the Cherokees presented pipes and tobacco 
to send to the chiefin the nation to inform them they 
were coming to see them, &c. The council broke 
up, ali shaking hands, and after Col. S. and the de- 
3 ge had examined all the rooms in the Fort, re- 
ired, apparently much gratified. It was a singular 
coincidence that, in Oceola, the Cherokee inierpre- 





i smile once more. 


with a large force, for Fort Meilon. Rumor says 
that the Cherokees, with Col S. and some of the 
Seminole chefs, are going to the hostile camps to 
give thein a talk of peace. However, from what is 
said here, and what is seen, | have no doubt that 
peace will be restored in Florida in less than a month. 
This is the prevailing opinion among all, and God 
send it may be so, and poor Florida may be seen to 
In great haste, yours, &c. 

P.S.—Col. S. has engaged an aitist to take full 


length portraits of Oceola and the other chiefs, for 


the War Department Gallery of Paintings ef Indian 
Chiefs. 





Cuartrston, Nov. 27.—The U. S. steam packet 
Poinsett, Capt. TRATHEN, arrived here yesterday 
from Black cea via Savannah. Capt. T. reports 
that Gen. Jesup was at Volusia, that the main body of 
the army was concentrated at Fort Mellon, and that 
the captive Chief Coahajo was to aet as guide to the 
army, during the campaign. 

The following has been received froma correspon- 
dent of the Courier: 


‘‘ Garney’s Ferry, (Black Creek,) Nov. 18. 
“To the Editor of the Charleston Courier: 


“It may be interesting to know what movements 
the army in Florida are making im order to open the 
cainparga, 

‘It is the intention to enter the country now oecu- 
pied by the Indians by four diiferent routes. One de- 
tachment proceeds to Charlotte Efarbor ; another from 
Tampa Bay, direct to Fort Melton and the viginily, 
by the pass called the Butialo Ford; the third moves 
from St. Augustine to Musquito and Indian river; 
and the fourth up the St. John’s to Fort Mellon, and 
the lake beyond Lake Monroe. 

“The posts at Volusia and Fort Mellon have been 
re-establist.ed by parties sent in advanee. Four hun- 
dred of the 2d Dragoons, under Colonel Twi 
went up in steamboats to Volusia and disembarked, 
intending to march thence towards Fort Mellon. 

“The 3d and 4th Regiments of Artillery, under 
Colonel Bankhead, including Ringgold’s Mounted 
Artillery, left Garey’s Ferry and proceeded up the St. 
John’s, determined to establish a post about 40 or 50 
miles above Lake Monroe, near a lake recently dis- 
covered, and supposed to be in the vicinity of the 
point where the main body of the Indians are said to 
be concentrated. 

«* Generals Jesup and Eustis have gone up to the 
scene of operations. The ardent -esire of all is to 
meet the enemy concentrated. The troops are in exe 
cellent health, and although a great number are re- 
cruits, still they have been drilled incessantly, and 
‘ will stand up to their fodder’ like men and volun- 
teers. 

** Should the Indians adopt the Fabian system, and 
scatter into small bands, they may give a greatdeal of . 
trouble ; if they should make a fight and adopt the 
other expedient, it may reasonably be supposed that 
matters will be brought to an end in good season. 

Brig. Gen, Eustis is assigned to command all the 
troops westof the St. John’s to the Onithlacoochie 





river; Gen. Armistead to Tampa Bay ; Gen. Hernan- 
dez East of the St. John’s. 
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“The steamboats Charleston, Forester, Santee, 
Camden, and Jaines Adams, are all up the river. 
“Very respectfully, yours, 
“AN OFFICER U. 8. A.” 





THe Inprans.—The delegation from several tribes 
of Indians, under charge of Major Dougherty, lett 
this city yesterday for Washington, where they are to 
hold a council with the Secretary of War. 

They appeared to be :nuch pleased with their visit 
to the city, having spent a week here, and visited the 
navy yard, theatres, museums, &c. On Saturday 
they visited Mr. Catlin, at his exhibition room in 
Broadway, who has spent several years ainong them 
and other tribes of Indians ; after viewing his splendid 
collection of Indian portraits, landscapes, and curi- 
osities, he took thei into another room, where he 
had several of their own portraits, which they dis- 
covered at once, and appeared to be much delighted 
at the sight of their own faces on the canvass. 

They were received by the Mayor and Common 
Council at the City Hall, on Saturday, and a great 
variety of presents were made them, consisting of 
red and blue broadcloths, knives, glasses, beads, &c. 

‘During their visit at the navy yard, one of them 
applied the match to a loaded cannon on board the 
Hudson; the effect astonished them; one of them 
said he thought the Great Spirit only could produce 
thunder, but he had now seen it among the white 
men ; that, for the future, the Indian would avoid col- 
lision avith his white brethren, as he was convinced 
they were too powerful for them.— New York Gazetle. 

The following are the names of the tribes and 
Chiefs : 

GRAND PAWNEE TRIBE. 
Souk-ka-ki-he-gah, or 
La-ghar-e-ta-roox, 
La-do-ke-e2h, Buffaloe Bull. 
Ah-shaw-wavw; -zookste, Medicine Horse. 

PAWNEE TAPAGE TRIBE. 
Ta-kee-too-me-ra-sha, Little Chief. 
L.a-paw-koo re-loo, Chief Partizan. 
Loo-ra-we-re-coo, Bird that goes to War. 
Ta-la-coosh-ca-roo-mah-an, Partizan that sings. 

PAWNEE REPUBLICAN TRIBE. 
Ah-shaw-la-coots-ah, Mole in the face. 


Horse Chief. 
Fearless Chief. 


La-shaw-le-straw-hix, Man Chief. 
La-we-re-coo-re-shaw -we, War Chief. 
So-ah- kee-ra-le-re-coo, The Chyenne. 
PAWNEE LOUP TRIBE. 
Le-shaw-loo-la-le-hoo, Big Chief, 


Lo-lock -to-hoo-law, Handsome Pipe in his hand. 
La‘wa-he-cools-la sha-no, Brave Chief. 
Shar-e-tar-reesh, Til-natured Man. 
o’MoOW HACO TRIBE. 
Ki-be-gah-waw-shu-she, Brave Chief. 
Om-pah-tong-gah, Big Elk. 


Sha-dah-mon-ne, There he goes. 
Nom-bah-mon-ne, Double Walker. 
oO’TCE TRIBE. 

Maw-do-ne-saw, He who snrronnds. 
No-way-ke-vug-ga, He who stakes twoat once. 
Raw-no-way-waw-krah, Loose Pipe Handle. 
We-ree-roo-ta, He who exchanges. 
MISSOURI TRIBE. 
Haw-che-ri-sug-ga, He who strikes in War. 





Correspondence of the N. Y. Courier & Enquirer. 
; Fors HamittTon, N. Y. Harbor, 
Nov. 24, 1837.  § 
‘The U. 8. transport Henry Lee, (having been de- 
tained by adverse winds for several days,) has just 
left us with Major W. L. McClintock , (command- 
ing,) Lieuts. Gates, Graham, Monroe, Assistant Sur- 
geon Tripler, and eighty non-commissioned officers 
and men, to join the army of Major General Jesup 
in Florida Another transport sails on Sunday or 
Monday ‘next, with Lieuts. Duncan, 2d Artillery, 
(commanding,) Wharton, and Steuart, and ninety 
men for the same destination. 











This post is now tenanted by the invalids of the 
late cainpaigns against the Seminoles, and is under 
‘the command of Lieut. Charles E. H. Spoor, of the 
4th Infy. Lieut. Lucius O’Brien, of the 3d Infantry, 
(post adjutant,) and Assistant Surgeon Eaton, are on 
duty here. Lieuts. Hoifinan, Hale, Coburn, and 
Wooster, are daily looked for. 

This is one of the most splendid fortifications be- 
longing to the U.S. It is capable of containing two 
tliousand men, and mounts one hundred 32’s and 24’s. 
When fully equipped, its storming would be no easy 
task. It was erected under the supervision of Gen. 
Bernard, and is said to be a chef d’auvre. It is nained 
in honor of the first Secretary of the U. S. Treasu- 
ry, the late Gen. Alex. Hamilton. 

Fort Lafayette, an admirable appendage to this 
work, is situated about one hundred and fifty yards 
from us; sixty thirty-two’s constitute its defence. 
It is most admirably located at the entrance of the 
narrows, and is considered the most formidable barrier 
to the passage of an enemy on our coast.” 








Macon, November 21.—On Friday last about 600 
mounted men, raised in Tennessee, passed through 
this piece, on their march to Florida; and it is 
stated that a regiment of about 960, under command 
of Col. B. Snodgrass, raised in North Alabarna, also 
passed through Columbus last week, for the same 
destination.— Recorder. 





New Cast te, Del., Nov. 26.—The cutter Galla- 
tin left here last night in chase of the ship Charles 
Wharton, to put the Captain and thirteen of the Flo- 
rida troops on board, who were left by missing the 
steamboat. It is expected she will overtake the ship 
at the breakwater. 





iA CARD —We, the undersigned, passengers 
on board the U. 8S. steamer POINSETT, from 
Charleston to Black Creek, beg leave to tender to 
Capt. TRATHEN, our thanks for bis kind and gentle- 
manly treatment, and for his skilful management of 
the boat, as exhibited on the morning of the 18th 
inst , in crossing the bars of St. Mary’s and St. John’s, 
under the extremely perilous circumstances, his cool- 
ness and perfect self-possession, is worthy of all praise. 

W. K. ARMISTEAD, Brig. Gen. U. 8S. Army. 

B. K PIERCE, Lieut. Col. U. 8. 4. 

M. P. LOMAX. Major U. 8. JA. 

T. T. FAUNTLEROY, Major U. 8. Dragoons. 

WM. M. GRAHAM, Cupt. 4th Inf. But. Maj. 

H. GARNER, Lt. 3d Arty 

P. MAXWELL, Asst. Sure. U. S. A. 

G. W. McLEAN, U. S. Marine Corps. 





QuitF A Row.—On Saturday and Sunday, the 
ship Eliza and Abby, Capt. Wade, bound to Tampa 
Bay, was the scene of a violent disturbance, between 
some German troops on board, 87 in number, who 
had volnnteered for six months service in the Florida 
war, under the command of Capt. Sielor, and the 
sailors of the vessel, backed by some American vo- 
lunteers. It appears that on Saturday, one of the 
sailors having quarreled with some of the Germans, 
Mr, Eldridge, the chief mate of the vessel, interfered, 
and a general hattle ensued, but he was rather rudely 
treated by the Germans, urged on by Captain Sielor. 
The affray however then terminated in the arrest of 
the mate and the two German Lieutenants, who had 
not obeyed Capt. S’s. order so promptly as he wished, 
and who were men enough to think for themselves. 
The mate, however, was allowed to go on shore, 
which he did immediately after being arrested, but 
on attempting to go on board again yesterday morn- 
ing, the Germans threatened to kill him the moment 
he stepped over the gunwale, and in this, they acted 
mand of the vessel, and he added if he pursued this 
under the orders of Capt. 8. A navy yard boat, pasr- 





ing at the time, went alongside, and the officer in vain 
remonstrated with Capt. S., against his taking coin- 
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tourse, he would have men sent from the Navy 
Yard, who would soon put all right, but Capt. S. 
persisted in declaring that the mate should net come 
on board again. Finding this of no avail, Col. Cut- 
ler, (in command of Bedloe’s Island,) was sent for, 
who, on coming aboard, and learring the whole cir- 
cumstances, deprived Capt. S. of his sword, and pla- 
ced him under arrest, at the same time pla- 
cing in command one of the Lieutenants, who had 
been placed underarrest by Capt. S. The Germans, 
at this, became outrageous, so much so, that when 
the vessel was about to proceed to sea, some of the 
sailors refused to go, for fear of their lives, as they 
threatened revenge for poven etre their captain to 
be taken away, and Captain Wade was compelled to 
discharge his chief mate, and allow the vessel to re- 
main, until he could ship in part a new crew. 

There were on board thirty-one men (Americans) 
from Philadelphia, under the command of Lieuts. 
Pew and Jacobs, who took a very active part in the 
original affray, and, in consequence of some alleged 
misconduct on the part of Lieut. Pew, he was also ar- 
rested and delivered for trial. 

This version of the affair comes from a source en- 
titled to the highest credit, and we insert it in prefer- 
ence to one afforded by another and interested person. 
But it has been very difficult to get at the real truth, 
as the vessel lies in the stream and no one is permit- 
ted on board. The whole affair, however, appears to 
be rather trivial, except to the captain of the vessel, 
who has been put to much inconvenience and delay. 
—N. Y. Courter. 





Extracts from the message of Gov. Butler to the Legis- 
lature of South Carolina. 


“Our Militia is in a state of progressive improve- 
ment under the System of Brigade Encampinents. 
With the exception perhaps of one Brigade, I have 
the most conclusive evidence that they are entirely 
popular and approved of by the officers. Some slight 
modification and improvement might probably be in- 
troduced, for details of which I refer yon to the Re- 
ports of the Brigadier Generals. For all other mat- 
ters connected with this subject, I refer you to the 
full and detailed Report of the Adjutant and Inspec- 
tor General, which I entirely approve of and concur 
in; and although I have referred you to that Report 


for details, I cannot permit myself to take leave of 


it without attempting to impress upon you my con- 
viction that upon the military, not less than upon the 
civil education of our young men, depend the ultimate 
destinies of the State. 
consequence of the Cavalry under the late organiza- 
tion, would suggest the propriety of creating a Bri- 
gadier General of Cavalry, which I accordingly sug- 
gest to your consideration. Connected with this sub- 
ject, I should think that the organization of four 
Cavalry ew to be armed and equipped complete, 
(except the horse) at the expense of the State, to be 
called into service upon short notice, but without pay, 
unless when in service, would greatly increase the 
safety and public defence of the State. The number, 
location, and exemptions in the shape of a bounty, 
are submitted to your discretion. 

‘** Attendant upon the requisition from the General 
Government for troops from South Carolina for the 
Florida eampaign, where losses of certain kinds, par- 
ticularly of horses, which Congress thought right to 
pepecogert of the necessary’expenditure of that war. 

utithe act of Congress requires so many documents, 
framed with so much precision, and so difficult and 
troublesome to be procured, that.it is almost. useless 
to the sufferers. Moreover, many cases fall within 
the reason, that do not fall within the letter of the 
law. The expense would not be great, if South 
Carolina were to take upon herself the repayment of 
those losses under evidence to be taken by an auditor 
appointed by the State. The State might then make 
the sum so paid an item of demand upon Congress, 


The increase in number and 





which could be explained aad defended by her repre- 
sentatives in that body, in showing that justice had 
been actually done by the State, and could not be 
done uhder the rigid and very troublesome regulation 
of the law of Congress.” 





We find the following useful article in the last num- 
ber of the Southern Literary Messenger. It will be 
found worth preservation for future reference. 

ECLIPSE OF THE SUN IN, 1838. 

The sun will be eclipsed, visibly throughout the 
United States, on the 18th of September next, be- 
tween 3 and 6o’clock P.M. The eclipse will not 
be a total, but annular; that is, the moon, being too 
near the sun to hide it entirely from our view, will 
leave its margin visible, like a luminous ring (annu- 
lus.) to those beholders whose place makes the moon 
pass directly between them and the sun’s exact centre, 

The tract of country to which the eclipse will be 
thus central, is stated in the American almanac to be 
the following :— 

Beginning to be visible in the unknown regions 
near the North Pole, the central annular eclipse will 
pass through Kamschatka, in Asia, the British Posses- 
sions in North America, not far west of Hudson’s 
Bay ; Lake Superior, Wisconsin Territory, Michigan, 
Lake Erie, the northeast part of Ohio, the southeast- 
ern part of Pennsylvania, the west part of Maryland, 
northern part of Virginia, southern part of Maryland, 
eastern shore of Virginia, and into the Atlantic ocean; 
its course being from N. W., toS. E. The eclipse 
will be annular, over a space of 420 miles wide. 

The ring in the places where it may be seen, wilh 
continue only from four to about siz and a half mi- 
nutes. 

At Baltimore, the eclipse will begin at six minutes 
past 3, P.M. The ring will be formed at 25 minutes 
past 4; and be central at 274 minutes past 4. The 
eclipse will end at 40 min: tes past 5. 

At Washington City and Richmond, the several 
phases will be within a sinall fraciion of a minute, of 
the same time as Baltimore. 

At Raleigh, within about two minutes of the same 
time. But there, no ring willappear. The sun will 
be a very slender crescent. 

This crescent will be wider and wider, with horns 
less and less sharp, as we go south and southwest, or 
north and northeast, from the path of the central 
eclipse. 

This path first touches the earth at a point near the 
North Pole, a little east of the meridian of Greenwich, 
In a few seconds afterwards it attains its greatest 
northern latitude (88°,) whilst for the first 8 minutes 
it moves rapidly westward, until it is 98° west of that 
meridian. In ten minutes after passing out of Vir- 
ginia, into the Atlantic Ocean, it leaves the earthyat a 
point about 34° north latitude, and 58° west longi- 
tude; just one hour, 48 minutes and 32 seconds after 
its first touching the earth; having traversed a some- 
what circuitous track, of 5,000 miles in length; and 
(as we said before,) the whole annular path being 420 
milesin breadth. It reaches, in width, from Fairfield 
county in Connecticut, nearly to Raleigh in North 
Carolina. 

The counties in Virginia, through which the szact 
centre of. the eclipse will pass, are Morgan, Berkley, 
Jefferson, Loudoun, Fairfax, and Accomac. 

This will be the last central eclipse of the sun, vi- 
sible in the United States, until that of May 26th, 
1854; which will be also annular. The next total 
eclipse of the sun wili be August 7, 1869. 























ARMY. 
OFFICLAL. 
GENERAL HEAD QvuaRTERS OF THE ARMY, 
“s nahe ADJUTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
o 


. 14. Washington, Dec. 4, 1837. 
The General Regulations of the Army require that 
the accounts of all private physicians, for attending 
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troops in the service of the United States, shall be trans- 
mitted to the Surgeon General for payment,and be accom- 
panied with a certificate of the commanding officer that 
they are correct and agreeably to contract. All dis- 
bursing officers and public agents are, therefore, hereby 
forbidden to pay any such claims, uuless the Regu- 
lations (par. 2], art. 4),) shall have been complied with. 
By onpver or ALEXANDE® Macome, 
Mason Genesat COMMANDING UN-CHIEF: 
ROGER JONES, Adjt. Gen. 





Orper, ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 75. Washington, Dec. 5, 1537. 


I. Detail for the General Recruiting Service for 1835. 
Captains. 1st Lieuls. Total. 


“Gnoen ¢ Heap Quarters OF THE ARMy, 


Ist Regiment of Infantry, 1 1 2 
2d Regitnent of Infantry, 1 1 2 
3d Reyiment of Iufautry, 1 1 2 
4th Regiment of Infantry, 1 1 2 
Sth Regiment of Infantry, 0 1 1 
6th Regiment of Infantry, l ! 2 
7th Regiment of Infantry, 1 1 2 

6 7 13 


Il. Commanding officers of Regiments will select the 
Captains and subalterns, agrecably tothe above des gna- 
tion of rank and numbers, in conformity with the 3d 
paragraph of the Recruiting Regulations. 

If. ‘The officers of the Ist, 3d, 4th, and 6th Infantry, 
required to be selected for the recruiting service, will be 
ordered by their respective Colonels to report in person 
to the General Superintendent at New York, on the Ist 
May, 1838; and the officers of the 2d, 5th, and 7th Re- 
giments are required, in like manner, to report for duty 
on the Ist September. 

IV. Captain Barnum, and Lieuts. Day and Long, of 
the 2d Infy., Lieut. Gardineer, of the Ist, will be relieved 
on the Ist May, 1333; Captain Clark, of the 34, Captain 
Johaston, of the 5th, and Captain Miles, of the 7th, will 
be relicv din September, 1338. 

V. The Sup-rintendsnt will assign the relieved offi- 
cers to duty with any detachment of recruits that may 
bein readiness at the time to join their regiments. 

By orper of Masork Geverat Macomr, 

ROGER JONES, Adj’t. Gen. 


SPECIAL ORDERS. 


No. 95. Dee. 4—Lieut. L A. B. Walbach, Ist Artil- 
lery, ass-yned to temp rary duty in the Ordnance De 
partment ; and ordered to Alegheny Arsenal. 

Leave of absence for fuur months granted to Lieut. 
J. W. Penrose, 2d Infy., and Ass’t. Surgeon Fellowes. 





RECRUITING SERVICE. 


Dec, 2. Captain Hutter. 6th Infy., continued on Re- 
cruiting Service, at Lynchburg, Va. 

Lieut. E. J. Steptoe. 3d Arty., ordered with a detach- 
ment of recruits, from Lynchburg, Va.,to Fort Monroe. 

Dee. 4. Lieut. W Hoffman, 6th Infy., ordered to 
Fort Monroe, to conduct a detachment of recruits to 
Florida. 

Lieut. Baker, 7th Infy., ordered to report for tempo- 
rary duty to Col. Cutler, Sup’t Recruiting Serviee, 





Alterations in the arrangement of the officers of the 
Qua‘ter Master’s Department for duty. 


For THE CAMPAIGN IN F.ioriba. 
Major J. B Brant. Quarter Master, principal officer 
on the west side of the Peninsula, assisted by 
Lieut. E B. Babbitt, 
Lieut. D. H_ Vinton, g ase Quarter Masters. 
Licut J W.M.Crabb, 


Major Henry Whiting, Quarter Master, principal offi- 
cer on tke east side of the Peninsula, assisted by 
Capt.C A. Waite, 


Lieut. M M. Clark, | A 
Licut.S. B. Dusenbery, 7 Ass’t. Quarter Masters. 


Lieut. C. 0. Collins, ~ } 

Captain G. H. Crosman, Assistant Quarter Master, 
ey to duty, temporarily, at St. Louis, Mo., Sept. 
3, 1837. 

Captain Charles Thomas, Assistant Quarter Master, 
a for duty, temporarily, at Boston, September 


, *’ 


ee 


Captain Lorenzo Thomas, Assistant Quarter Master, 
assigned to duty, temporarily, in the Quarter Master 
General’s office, Oct 16, 1837. 

Major Jobn Garland, assigned to duty, temporarily, 
as Acting Assistant Quarter Master, at Detroit, Aug. 
30, 1837. 

7 











NAVY. 


ORDERS. 
Dec. 1—Surgeon B. F. Bache, for temporary duty iw 
the Ship Pennsylvania, vice Boyd, relieved. 
2--Mid. ‘TT. M. Mix, Naval School, New Vork~ 
4—Mid. W T. Smith. do. do. 
Roatswain J. M. Rondlett, ship Fulton. 
5—J. Walsh, Prof. Math., ship John Adams, 
APPOINTMENTS. 
Dec. 4—Thomas M. Rondlett, acting Boatswain. 
5—Jeohbn Walsh, of Boston, Profescor of Math’s. 
RESIGNATION. 
Lewis M. Wilkins, Midshipman, Dec. 5. 


Giekenns 











MARRIAGES. 


5 
In Norfolk, on Thursday evening last, Lieut. WIL- 
LIAM E. ST \RK, of the U. 8. Marine Corps, to Miss 
ELIZABE'FH W., youngest daughter of ALEXANDER 
Witson, Esq, of that Borough. 











DEATHS. 


At Pindarton, Ga., Nov. 5th, Lieut. RICHARD H. 
MORRIS, of the U. S. Navy. aged 36. Licut. Morais 
was the son of Gen. Lewis R. Morats, of Springfield, 
Vt., and son in law of Hon. Thomas Emerson, of Wind- 
sor. He went to Pensacola, iu the spring, for the be- 
nefit of his health, and waa returtiing home. He reached’ 
Pinderton, in the stage. iman exhausted state, and died 
soon aft. r. He was a man of uncommonly amiable spi- 
rit, and an officer of high promiseinthe navy. He 
has left a wife and twochildrem, aad a large circle of 
friends, to mourn hisuntimely death. 


At Gloucester, N. J., JACOB SPENCER, aged 100. 
Mr. S. was probably the oldest man in Gloucester coun- 
ty; he was am active man during the Revolutionary 
war, and served in the capacity of Orderly Sergeant 
about one year, and in most of the battles and skir- 
mishes that took place in this country, iw the years 1777+ 
78. He had seven wives during his life time, and but 
one child, (John Spencer,) who is now living in the 
neighborhood of Squankum. 

Att. Stephens. Ala., on the 15th ult., Mrs. ELIZA- 
BETH B. WILKINSON, wife of Toeorsitos J. Wit- 
Kixsen, aged 19 years and 1) months, late of the U.S. 
army. 











FG AND NAVY REGISTERS FOR 1838.— 
F& These annual publications will be officially issued 

arly in January. Persons desirous to possess copies of 
either, are invited to for ward their orders-to the editor of 
the Army and Navy Chronicle. As the editions of former 
vears have been very soon cxhaust :d, orders should be 
forwarded as early as practicable te prevent disappoint 
ment. The priee will be 37 I-2 eents per single copy— 
three copies for one dollar—or three dollars per dozen. 


frg Subscribers to the Chronicle, who will remit the 
next year’s subscription, without delay, in money cur- 
rent in the Distriet of Cohimbia, free of postage, shall re- 
ceive acopy of either Regis:er without charge. 


JOHN SMITH--MERCHANT TAILOR, 
(LATE OF WEST POINT.) 





Officers of the U. S. Army for their liberal patron- 
age, and to inform them that he has changed his place 
of business to 168 Pearl Strect, New York, where he 
hopes, from his long experience and unremitted exer 
tions, a continuation of their favors. 

N. B. Orders with despateh.. 





July 1~lIy. 











R ESPECTFUELY begs leave to return thanks to the. 
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